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Lead Story from the past month's news:
Amputations and genital injuries increase sharply among soldiers in Afghanistan

quote:
"I've seen these types of injuries before. What I haven't seen is them coming in over and 
over and over again." 
~John B. Holcomb, a trauma surgeon at the University of Texas at Houston and retired 
Army colonel 

page 1 stories:

file under: flyboys committing war crimes
NATO Kills Nine Children in Afghan Air Strike
--Provincial Police Say Children Were Collecting Firewood

quote:
“Finally we found the dead bodies. Some of the dead bodies were really badly chopped up 
by the rockets. The head of a child was missing. Others among the dead children were 
missing limbs. We tried to find the body pieces and put them together. As it was getting 
late, we brought down the bodies in a rope bed. We buried them in the village’s cemetery. 
The children were all from poor families; otherwise no one would send their sons up to the 
mountains despite the known threats from both insurgents and Americans.” 
~Ashabuddin, a shopkeeper from Manogai, a nearby village, whose nephew Khalid was 
among those killed

file under: military solutions are really just more problems
Obama's Surge in Hostilities Leads to Record Civilian Deaths in 2010 Afghanistan
--Gen. David Petraeus blamed for high toll across the Central Asian Nation, due to over reliance on air 
power

file under: the reckoning for a president's foreign misadventure
Afghans protest over child deaths in NATO raid
--hundreds took to the streets of Kabul, burning an effigy of President Obama and condemning the air 
strikes.

featured op/ed
Dear Congress: Study War Some More
--contrary to the refrain of the iconic African-American spiritual, it makes sense for legislators 
responsible for it to study war



featured song/video of the month:
"Ain't Gonna STUDY WAR NO MORE"

featured op/ed
Army Mafia
by Ray McGovern, veteran CIA analyst with 27 years experience
--If the Mafia comparison strikes you as a tad over the top, perhaps a trip down memory lane may 
prove instructive.

file under: military censorship, or just CYA?
Marines Boot Social Media Pioneers From Afghanistan After Facebook Freakout

featured new documentary:
Louder Than a Bomb
--protest voices from America's youth

UPCOMING MOVIE at CIRCLE CINEMA, TULSA
 
4/9-LOUDER THAN A BOMB

side bar:
Bomb specialist killed en route to disable an IED: another roadside bomb detonated 
unexpectedly
--Improvised Explosive Devices, or IEDs, are roadside bombs that are often deadly
--Dead soldier was active in JROTC in high school

file under: bringing the war home
Female GIs struggle with higher rate of divorce

file under: chronic pain suffered by soldiers
Weight Of War: Soldiers' Heavy Gear Packs On Pain

file under: militarization of immigration
The DREAM Act as Military Draft
--an op/ed piece by VAMOS Unidos Youth

facts & figures:
In December 2010, the bill was defeated 55–41 in the Senate.  

TPF comment: The failure of the legislation was not necessarily a bad thing, from a 
counter-recruitment perspective.

Page 2 stories

file under: what?! there are rules during wartime?
Soldier gets hard labor, discharge in Afghan war case
--convicted of beating a fellow soldier, while in Afghanistan



related story:
Soldier's murder trial may omit whistle-blower claim
--Army prosecutors want the murder trial to unfold without any mention the soldier once acted as a 
whistle-blower to try to expose such crimes.

file under: Clown 'Captain of the Enterprise'
Navy Officers Face Censure Over Lewd Videos on Carrier
--captain of the ship actually starred in the sexually-explicit entertainment; his career now ended

file under: ghouls in the military 
Military Practice to Bury Heart and Brain Separately, 2 & 1/2 months later
--Valley family forced to bury their daughter twice 

quote: 
"Jan. 2 we got a call from the casualty officer wanting to know what we wanted to do with 
her heart and brain. I was devastated. I buried her thinking she was in one piece."
~Linda Gillam, grieving parent, after her daughter's death, and re-burial.

sidebar: follow up on tragedy on base
Court martial recommended for Fort Hood shooting suspect
--shooting spree at Army Base in Texas killed 13 people and wounded 32 others on November 5, 2009

file under: gays in the military
Sailor says Navy punishing him for sleepover with male sailor
--Petty Officer Stephen Jones says he fell asleep with another sailor while watching television

file under:  honoring the uniform, just a cover for taking bribes
U.S. Sailor is charged with espionage; he attempted to sell classified information
--22-year-old handed over documents in exchange for payments

Backpage stories 

US Backs War Crime Tribunal for 1st Time
-- The U.N. resolution against Libya marks the first time that the United States has given its support to 
the International Criminal Court, in a remarkable turnaround

file under: Peter Principle at work
War Sec'y Gates says to Flyboys: Get Used to Drones, Cargo Runs, not Dog Fights
--The future for Air Force cadets involves "sitting in trailers operating slow-flying drones" rather than 
what flyboys prefer.

facts & figures:
The U.S. military bureaucracy prepares only for the wars it wants to fight, not the ones it’s 
likely to confront, a clear sign of incompetence.

file under: alternatives to war
Japan’s Culture of Peace: Reflections on Constitutional Antimilitarism
--Article 9 of Japan's Democratic Constitution, the peace plank, is defended by more than 7,000 



autonomous Article Nine Associations (A9As) networking across the country 

quote:
"Of course only a small number of U.S. citizens have come to realize that we, too, have a 
fundamental human right to live in peace."
~Benjamin A. Peters, Ph.D., a political theorist at Miyazaki International College in 
Miyazaki, Japan and a former Summer Research Fellow at Stanford University's Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Papers Project. 

file under: life stranger than fiction
Afghan vet claims to be reincarnated Jesus, shoots parents

related event:

Tulsa Peace Fellowship
presents a pro-peace demonstration

U.S. OUT of AFGHANISTAN
Saturday, April 2nd, 2011

corner of 41st & Yale, in Tulsa
12:00 noon to 2:00 PM 

Bring a sign. Protest the war.

The Tulsa Peace Fellowship's Counter-Recruitment Update/Digest, for April 2011
lead story

Amputations and genital injuries increase 
sharply among soldiers in Afghanistan
By David Brown
Washington Post Staff Writer
Friday, March 4, 2011

Doctors and nurses treating soldiers injured in Afghanistan have begun speaking of a new "signature 
wound" - two legs blown off at the knee or higher, accompanied by damage to the genitals and pelvic 
injuries requiring at least a temporary colostomy.

Twice as many U.S. soldiers wounded in battle last year required limb amputations than in either of the 
two previous years. Three times as many lost more than one limb, and nearly three times as many 
suffered severe wounds to their genitals. In most cases, the limbs are severed in the field when a soldier 
steps on a buried mine.



The increase in both rate and number of such wounds is most likely a result of the troop surge in 
Afghanistan that began last spring, combined with a counterinsurgency strategy that emphasizes foot 
patrols in villages and on farm compounds. 

The actual number of patients with the injuries increased even more drastically. In 2009, 75 soldiers 
underwent amputation and 21 lost more than one limb. In 2010, 171 soldiers had amputations and 65 
lost more than one limb. GU injuries increased from 52 to 142 over the same period. 

The fraction suffering genitourinary (GU) injuries increased from 4.8 percent to 9.1 percent - a 90 
percent increase. Of the 142 soldiers with genitourinary wounds who arrived at Landstuhl last year, 40 
percent - 58 men in all - suffered injury to the testicles. Of that group, 47 had injury to one testicle, and 
21 men lost a testicle. Eleven soldiers had injuries to both testicles, and eight lost both testicles. Body 
armor, which has greatly reduced fatalities, usually includes a triangular flap that protects the groin 
from projectiles coming from the front. It does not protect the area between the legs from an upward 
blast.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/03/04/AR2011030403258.html

also see Photo Gallery: Images from the Afghan war: Week of Feb. 26, 2011
Continued photo coverage from the front lines of the U.S., Afghan and NATO military effort in 
Afghanistan.
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NATO Kills Nine Children in Afghan Air Strike
Provincial Police Say Children Were Collecting Firewood
by Jason Ditz
March 01, 2011

Already facing public outrage over the killing of 65 civilians in an offensive, NATO is once again in 
the hot seat in the Kunar Province, with provincial police reporting that a NATO air strike killed nine 
children this afternoon.

NATO reported that its Forward Operating Base in the region came under rocket fire, and that it 
launched the air strikes at what they believed was the “point of origin” of the attack, a nearby 
mountainside.

The mountainside, however, did not contain insurgents, but rather contained ten Afghan children who 
were collecting firewood on the wooded area. Nine of them were slain in the strike, while another was 
badly wounded.

NATO has promised a further investigation into the kilings.

http://news.antiwar.com/2011/03/01/nato-kills-nine-children-in-afghan-air-strike/

http://news.antiwar.com/2011/03/01/nato-kills-nine-children-in-afghan-air-strike/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2011/03/04/AR2011030403258.html


more coverage:

Nine children cut down by U.S. helicopter 
gunships
by Kathy Kelly
Voices for Creative Nonviolence

In Afghanistan, children are bombed by U.S. and NATO helicopters.  Their bodies are casually 
dismembered and strewn by machines already lost in the horizon as the limbs settle.  They lie in pools 
of blood until family members realize, one by one, that their children are not late in returning home but 
in fact never will.

U.S. people, if they do read or hear of it, may be shocked at the apparent unconcern of the crews of two 
U.S. helicopter gunships, which attacked and killed nine children on a mountainside in Afghanistan’s 
Kumar province, shooting them "one after another" this past Tuesday March 1st.  ("The helicopters 
hovered over us, scanned us and we saw a green flash from the helicopters. Then they flew back high 
up, and in a second round they hovered over us and started shooting.").

Four of the boys were seven years old; three were eight, one was nine and the oldest was twelve.  "The 
children were gathering wood under a tree in the mountains near a village in the district," said 
Noorullah Noori, a member of the local development council in Manogai district. "I myself was 
involved in the burial," Noori said. "Yesterday we buried them."  General Petraeus has acknowledged, 
and apologized for, the tragedy.

Last August 26th, in the Manogai district, Afghan authorities accused international forces of killing six 
children during an air assault on Taliban positions. Provincial police chief Khalilullah Ziayee said a 
group of children were collecting scrap metal on the mountain when NATO aircraft dropped bombs to 
disperse Taliban fighters attacking a nearby base. "In the bombardment six children, aged six to 12, 
were killed," the police commander said. "Another child was injured."

http://original.antiwar.com/kelly/2011/03/04/incalculable/

yet more coverage:

War Crimes by U.S. Helicopter Gunships lead to 
anti-American demonstrations, in Afghanistan
The New York Times
By Alissa J. Rubin and Sangar Rahimi
Published: March 2, 2011

News of the attack enraged Afghans and led to an anti-American demonstration on Wednesday in the 
village of Nanglam, where the boys were from. The only survivor, Hemad, 11, said his mother had told 
him to go out with other boys to collect firewood because “the weather is very cold now.”

“We were almost done collecting the wood when suddenly we saw the helicopters come,” said Hemad, 
who, like many Afghans, has only one name. “There were two of them. The helicopters hovered over 
us, scanned us and we saw a green flash from the helicopters. Then they flew back high up, and in a 

http://original.antiwar.com/kelly/2011/03/04/incalculable/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#


second round they hovered over us and started shooting. They fired a rocket which landed on a tree. 
The tree branches fell over me and shrapnel hit my right hand and my side.”

The tree, Hemad said, saved his life by covering him so that he could not be seen by the helicopters, 
which, he said, “shot the boys one after another.”

General Petraeus pledged to investigate the attack and to take disciplinary action if appropriate. 

It was the third instance in two weeks in which the Afghan government has accused NATO of killing 
civilians. NATO strongly disputes one of those reports, but another — the killing of an Afghan Army 
soldier and his family in Nangarhar Province on Feb. 20 — was also described as an accident.

The attack on the boys occurred high in the mountains outside Nanglam in the Pech Valley of Kunar 
Province. American troops are preparing to close their bases in the valley in the next several weeks, in 
part because their presence has vexed the villagers, who would prefer to be left alone.

More than 200 people gathered in Nanglam on Wednesday to protest the boys’ deaths, witnesses said. 
Waving white flags, they shouted “Death, death to America!” and “Death to Obama and his colleagues 
and associates!”

An Afghan employee of The New York Times contributed reporting from Jalalabad, Afghanistan.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/03/world/asia/03afghan.html?_r=1

more coverage:

Afghans protest over child deaths in NATO raid
--hundreds took to the streets of Kabul, burning an effigy of President Obama and condemning the air 
strikes.
March 6, 2011

KABUL (AFP) – About 500 people poured onto the streets of Afghanistan's capital to protest over the 
deaths of nine children killed in a NATO air raid on a remote rebel stronghold.

The protesters chanted "Death to America -- death to the invaders" while marching through central 
Kabul.

The protest follows similar demonstrations in the northeast province of Kunar following the deaths on 
Tuesday of the nine children who were killed while collecting firewood in the province's Dar-e-Pech 
district.

President Hamid Karzai angrily condemned the killings. Karzai says the deaths of civilians in military 
operations turn people against his pro-US administration. Civilian casualties have been a key source of 
tension between Kabul and its Western backers, the US and NATO.

"We don't want the invading forces," chanted one demonstrator carrying posters of the dead children.

"When I saw it (the demonstration) and realised it is against the Americans I joined," Azizullah, one of 
the protesters, told AFP. He uses only one name.

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/03/world/asia/03afghan.html?_r=1


The protesters carried banners with anti-US slogans. One banner carried by a veiled woman read: 
"Occupation = killing + destruction."

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20110306/wl_asia_afp/afghanistanunrestnatociviliandemo

follow up:  

Petraeus Suspends Commander and Troops 
Involved in Killing of Afghan Children
--file under: trigger-happy G.I.'s

March 20, 2011
Noel Brinkerhoff

America’s top military commander in Afghanistan has taken action against those accused of killing two 
local youths who were tending their farms in the eastern province of Kunar.
 
General David Petraeus suspended a ground forces commander and the helicopter air weapons team 
that opened fire on two boys, age 10 and 15, who were watering their field, and not planting a roadside 
bomb, as initially suspected.
 
“We know we cannot succeed if we harm the people we are striving to protect,” Petraeus said in a 
prepared statement after announcing the suspensions of the military personnel involved in the attack. 
Disciplinary action may be taken against the soldiers once a formal investigation is completed.
 
Twice this month Petraeus has had to issue public apologies for U.S. attacks on children. On March 1, 
nine boys in Kunar were killed while gathering firewood on a mountainside, after being mistaken for 
insurgents.

http://www.allgov.com/US_and_the_World/ViewNews/Petraeus_Suspends_Commander_and_Troops_I
nvolved_in_Killing_of_Afghan_Children_110320

UN: Record Civilian Deaths in 2010 Afghanistan
Gen. David Petraeus blamed for high toll across the Central Asian Nation
by Jason Ditz, for antiwar.com
March 09, 2011

The latest UN report puts the death toll for Afghan civilians across the nation in 2010 to 2,777, the 
largest since the war began in 2001 and a 15% increase over the toll from 2009. The vast majority of 
those killed were random victims of the fighting between NATO and the Taliban.

Gen. David Petraeus, has put a renewed emphasis on air strikes, even in heavily populated areas. This 
has resulted in a growing number of high profile civilian killings by NATO, particularly in air strikes, 

http://www.allgov.com/US_and_the_World/ViewNews/Petraeus_Suspends_Commander_and_Troops_Involved_in_Killing_of_Afghan_Children_110320
http://www.allgov.com/US_and_the_World/ViewNews/Petraeus_Suspends_Commander_and_Troops_Involved_in_Killing_of_Afghan_Children_110320
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20110306/wl_asia_afp/afghanistanunrestnatociviliandemo


and growing public anger. If the trend continues as it has through the past two months, it seems assured 
that the 2011 NATO toll will dwarf its 2010 toll

http://news.antiwar.com/2011/03/09/un-record-civilian-deaths-in-2010-afghanistan/

more coverage still:

NATO’s Growing Civilian Toll Sparks Anger in 
Afghanistan
High Profile Killings, Higher Profile Denials Enrage Locals
by Jason Ditz, for antiwar.com
March 04, 2011

Kunar Province MP Maulana Shahzada has announced that he is filing a complaint against NATO in 
the International Court of Justice over the massive number of civilians killed by the international 
occupation force in the past weeks, 74 in his province alone.

The rising death toll from NATO attacks killing civilians is sparking growing complaints from officials 
in the Karzai government.

Civilian killings are nothing new in Afghanistan, but have become a major problem since the ouster of 
Gen. Stanley McChrystal, whose policies aimed at curbing airstrikes around civilian regions were 
finally starting to lower the tolls, and his replacement with Gen. David Petraeus, who has escalated the 
strikes dramatically.

http://news.antiwar.com/2011/03/04/natos-growing-civilian-toll-sparks-anger-in-afghanistan/

featured op/ed

Dear Congress: Study War Some More
by Steve Breyman, February 28, 2011 

Contrary to the refrain of the iconic African-American spiritual, "Study War No More," it makes sense 
for legislators responsible for it to study war. Studies of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, and of 
America’s military omnipresence around the world, constitute an invaluable and growing library. The 
studies, from a wide swath of think-tanks and academic researchers across the political spectrum, show, 
virtually without exception, that it’d be much smarter and cheaper for Congress to end the wars and the 
omnipresence. Peace and a reduced global American military footprint would be diplomatically, 
politically, economically, and culturally better for the country. Ending the wars would save American 
lives and those of other peoples. Closing bases overseas and returning deployed forces to the U.S. will 
have the same local and regional economic benefits in those places that we’ve seen from conversion at 
home.

Neither of the current wars is or was necessary. There were and are alternatives. Nearing retirement, 
this is now the view of Defense Secretary Robert Gates too. Neither of the wars can be presently shown 
to do anything but harm to U.S. national security.

http://news.antiwar.com/2011/03/04/natos-growing-civilian-toll-sparks-anger-in-afghanistan/
http://news.antiwar.com/2011/03/09/un-record-civilian-deaths-in-2010-afghanistan/


The Obama administration admits that al-Qaeda’s presence in Afghanistan is negligible. It also admits 
that war in Afghanistan inflames the border provinces—if not the whole—of Pakistan. It’s past time to 
declare victory in Afghanistan and bring all fighting forces home. If the war was about ending safe 
havens for terrorists in Afghanistan, then it has succeeded. If it was about removing the Taliban regime, 
then it has succeeded. If it was about showing American resolve and fortitude, then it has worked. If it 
was about vengeance for 9/11, then it has worked. If it was about helping deform Pakistani politics, 
then it has worked. If it was about making Afghanistan safe for Chinese and Indian enterprises, then it 
has worked. If it was about stimulating the opium trade, then it has worked. Etc. Remind me: why are 
we still there? Rather than being afraid of “losing Afghanistan,” President Obama appears to be afraid 
of winning. 

As American troops come home from Iraq, a large chunk of al-Qaeda in Mesopotamia’s reason for 
being evaporates. We’ll see the same trend in Afghanistan. 

Remaining American forces in Iraq should be withdrawn on schedule, regardless of pressure from the 
Pentagon. No serious threat to the United States or its allies emanates today from Iraq. Rather than 
extend the U.S. combat presence in Afghanistan to 2014 or beyond, as the current plan appears to 
(likely unbeknownst to you), Congress should help the president and vice president deliver on their 
promise to begin withdrawal of U.S. troops this summer. Any additional funds for the war beyond this 
fiscal year should be limited to ensuring the safe and orderly redeployment home of all American 
combat forces. 

Will it require uncommon valor to snap the war purse shut? Yes. Will you be vilified by that very small 
number of us who benefit from the wars? Yes. Will you demonstrate rare independence from a 
president on questions of war and peace? Yes. Will you, most importantly, be forever esteemed by 
veterans, parents and families of deployed service personnel, a growing majority of your constituents, 
and other taxpayers? Yes. 

byline: Steve Breyman will teach "War in Afghanistan" at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute fall  
semester. Breyman is a veteran of the U.S. Army.

http://original.antiwar.com/breyman/2011/02/27/dear-congress/

featured song/video of the month:

"Ain't Gonna STUDY WAR NO MORE"

from “American Negro Songs”
by John W. Work, 1940

I’m going to lay down my sword and shield
Down by the riverside
Down by the riverside
Down by the riverside

Going to lay down my sword and shield
Down by the riverside

Ain’t going to study war no more

 Ain’t going to study war no more
Ain’t going to study war no more

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EIzKAGwJ-0
http://original.antiwar.com/breyman/2011/02/27/dear-congress/


Ain’t going to study war no more
Ain’t going to study war no more
Ain’t going to study war no more
Ain’t going to study war no more

I’m going to lay down my hand book
Down by the riverside
Down by the riverside

Down by the riverside
I’m going to put on my long white robe

Down by the riverside
Ain’t going to study war no more

I’m going to talk with the Prince of Peace…

http://www.negrospirituals.com/news-song/study_war_no_more.htm

featured op/ed

Army Mafia
by Ray McGovern, 
March 05, 2011 

Is the U.S. Army stooping to Mafia-style tactics? If the Mafia comparison strikes you as a tad over the 
top, perhaps a seven-year trip down memory lane may prove instructive. Remember what happened 
after the U.S. Army learned of the obscene and brutal treatment of Iraqi detainees at Abu Ghraib prison 
in early 2004?

Maj. Gen. Antonio Taguba led the first (and only honest) investigation of the scandal. In May 2004, he 
completed a report that sharply criticized the Army and the higher-ups in the Bush administration for 
creating the conditions that permitted the mistreatment to occur.

When the report leaked to the press, Taguba found himself treated like a disloyal capo who had talked 
out of school about the Family business.

Rather than thank Taguba for upholding the honor of the U.S. Army, the Bush administration singled 
out this hard-working, low-key general for retribution and forced retirement.

In an interview with New Yorker reporter Seymour Hersh, Taguba described a chilling conversation he 
had with Gen. John Abizaid, head of Central Command, a few weeks after Taguba’s report became 
public.

As the two men sat in the back of Abizaid’s Mercedes sedan in Kuwait, Abizaid quietly told Taguba, 
"You and your report will be investigated."

"I’d been in the Army 32 years by then," Taguba told Hersh, "and it was the first time that I thought I 
was in the Mafia."

It was also an early indication that Taguba’s military career was nearing its end because the general had 
given the American people a glimpse into the dark world of the Bush administration’s policies of 
torture and murder.

http://www.negrospirituals.com/news-song/study_war_no_more.htm


No Medal for Honesty:  The general who had violated the omerta code of silence was banished from 
the Bush administration’s Mafia.

Of course, Taguba was not alone. There were other brave souls – albeit not enough – who challenged 
Bush’s unconstitutional and illegal policies. All of them met similar fates of banishment, punishment, 
and ridicule, the likes of Treasury Secretary Paul O’Neill, Army Gen. Eric Shinseki, counterterrorism 
adviser Richard Clarke, former U.S. Ambassador Joseph Wilson and Deputy Attorney General James 
Comey.

There is a much longer list of disgraceful examples of war crimes (many still continuing): Reprisal 
attacks on Iraqi cities like Fallujah, using white phosphorous and depleted uranium weapons; torture, 
deemed "enhanced interrogation" by the wordsmiths in Washington; orders to look the other way as 
detainees continue to be tortured by Iraqi security forces; and drone and other air attacks in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan that kill unarmed civilians, euphemistically dismissed as "collateral damage."

One of my greatest regrets is that the Army in which I felt honored to serve has become quite a 
different animal. It is hard to avoid concluding that the biggest difference between Mafia dons and 
today’s Army brass is that the dons are less ham-handed about what they do.

http://original.antiwar.com/mcgovern/2011/03/04/armys-mafia-abuse-of-pvt-bradley-manning/

Marines Boot Social Media Pioneers From 
Afghanistan After Facebook Freakout
By Spencer Ackerman
March 2, 2011

It started off as an experimental effort to cover the war in the era of social media. But launching a 
forum where anyone could weigh in about a combat unit’s fight proved to be more than the Marines 
were willing to handle. The media pioneers have been sent home — largely over some comments left 
on a Facebook wall.

Journalists working for a new nonprofit media group, arrived in the Musa Qala district of Afghanistan’s 
Helmand Province in October with an unconventional mission. They’d exhaustively document the war 
of the 1st Battalion, 8th Marines in videos, audio interviews, articles and mapping tools. And, through 
Facebook, they’d make their work a portal for those invested most in the Marines, like their relatives.

It was the commenting community, especially Marine family members, on Facebook that drove the 
brass nuts. Last month, the Marines abruptly ended the experiment and terminated media group's 
embeds.  Self-identified family members of the battalion kept chiming in — sometimes touching on 
subjects that Marines wanted left alone. In one instance, Jackie Giambrone, mother of a Marine in the 
unit, whose son Anthony is a lance corporal in the 1-8, posted something about a Marine wounded in an 
insurgent bomb attack. 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/03/marines-boot-social-media/

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/03/marines-boot-social-media/
http://original.antiwar.com/mcgovern/2011/03/04/armys-mafia-abuse-of-pvt-bradley-manning/


featured new documentary:
Louder Than a Bomb
--protest voices from America's youth

LOUDER THAN A BOMB is one of 18 films chosen for the 2011 American Documentary Showcase, a 
program created by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs "to 
cultivate greater understanding among people around the world."

"One of the most inspiring and exhilarating documentaries in months, or maybe 
years....Vibrant and moving."
~Steve Pond, The Wrap
"An affecting and superbly paced celebration of American youth at their creative best..." 
~Robert Koehler, Variety
"Fascinating...Inspiring..." 
~Susan King, LA Times
"An ode to Chicago's diverse voices....Genuinely stirring...Irresistible." 
`Michael Phillips, Chicago Tribune

Every year, more than six hundred teenagers from over sixty Chicago area schools gather for the 
world’s largest youth poetry slam, a competition known as "Louder Than a Bomb". Founded in 2001, 
Louder Than a Bomb is the only event of its kind in the country—a youth poetry slam built from the 
beginning around teams. Rather than emphasize individual poets and performances, the structure of 
Louder Than a Bomb demands that kids work collaboratively with their peers, presenting, critiquing, 
and rewriting their pieces. To succeed, teams have to create an environment of mutual trust and 
support. For many kids, being a part of such an environment—in an academic context—is life-
changing.

LOUDER THAN A BOMB chronicles the stereotype-confounding stories of four teams as they prepare 
for and compete in the 2008 event. By turns hopeful and heartbreaking, the film captures the 
tempestuous lives of these unforgettable kids, exploring the ways writing shapes their world, and vice 
versa. This is not "high school poetry" as we often think of it. This is language as a joyful release, 
irrepressibly talented teenagers obsessed with making words dance. How and why they do it—and the 
community they create along the way—is the story at the heart of this inspiring film.

view film trailer here:
http://www.louderthanabombfilm.com/index.php?ref=siskeljacobs.com

Bomb Specialist killed by Undetected Roadside 
Bomb, en route to disable an another IED
Written by Jess Rollins 
Springfield, Missouri News-Leader

A 22-year-old Monett man died Monday from injuries suffered in a blast from a roadside bomb in 
Afghanistan.

The Department of Defense reported that Christopher Stark, 22, and another soldier were killed when 

http://www.louderthanabombfilm.com/index.php?ref=siskeljacobs.com


their vehicle was struck by an improvised explosive device in Wardak Province.

The family said Wednesday that Stark, deployed as a U.S. Army bomb technician, was en route to 
disable an IED when another bomb detonated.

Christopher Stark, shown wearing protective gear, was active in JROTC in high school.

http://www.news-leader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011103030385

Female GIs struggle with higher rate of divorce
By KIMBERLY HEFLING Associated Press
Updated: 03/08/2011

Last year, 7.8 percent of women in the military got a divorce, compared with 3 percent of military men, 
according to Pentagon statistics. Among the military's enlisted corps, meaning they aren't 
commissioned officers, nearly 9 percent of women saw their marriages end, compared with a little 
more than 3 percent of the men.

Research indicates that military women also get divorced at higher rates than their peers outside the 
military.

The percent of military women getting a divorce has been consistently higher for at least a decade.

Like all divorces, the results can be a sense of loss and a financial blow. But for military women, a 
divorce can be a breaking point—even putting them at greater risk for homelessness down the road.

It has an effect, too, on military kids. The military has more single moms than dads, and an estimated 
30,000 of them have deployed in support of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Female service members married to civilians face their own challenges. The rate of divorce among 
military women is higher for those married to civilians, said Benjamin Karney, a psychology professor 
at UCLA who studied the issue for the Rand Corp. 

http://www.twincities.com/national/ci_17562689?nclick_check=1

Weight Of War: Soldiers' Heavy Gear Packs On 
Pain
by Patricia Murphy, for National Public Radio (NPR)
March 12, 2011 
from KUOW Radio

Soldiers and Marines in Iraq and Afghanistan routinely carry between 60 and 100 pounds of gear 
including body armor, weapons and batteries.

http://www.twincities.com/national/ci_17562689?nclick_check=1
http://www.news-leader.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011103030385


The heavy loads shouldered over months of duty contribute to the chronic pain suffered by soldiers like 
Spc. Joseph Chroniger, who deployed to Iraq in 2007.

Twenty-five years old, he has debilitating pain from a form of degenerative arthritis and bone spurs. "I 
mean my neck hurts every day. Every day," he says. "You can't concentrate on anything but that 
because it hurts that bad."

Like many soldiers and Marines, Chroniger shouldered 70 to 80 pounds of gear daily.

A 2001 Army Science Board study recommended that no soldier carry more than 50 pounds for any 
length of time.

"We were doing three, four, five missions a night sometimes," Chroniger says. "You're jumping out. 
You're running. I mean it hurts — it hurts."

According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan who 
retired with musculoskeletal conditions grew tenfold between 2003 and 2009.

http://www.npr.org/2011/03/12/134421473/weight-of-war-soldiers-heavy-gear-packs-on-pain

op/ed

The DREAM Act as Military Draft
By VAMOS Unidos Youth

The following statement will no doubt be a large part of the discussion around what an ideal DREAM 
Act looks like—one that does not violate young people’s principles or sacrifice their dreams of justice, 
accountability, and peace.

We write this statement to raise our voices as Latino youth working and living in the Bronx in 
opposition to the DREAM Act as it stands. We demand a return to the original DREAM Act that had a 
community service option instead of a military one. The military has been losing its numbers due to the 
multiple wars the United States has begun. The DREAM Act would hand us over on a platter to fight 
these unjust wars. The DREAM Act has been warped over the years to draft Latino youth into the 
military, as they need more and more soldiers to fight their wars.

We have been living under harsh conditions. Our communities have been historically underprivileged, 
with militarized streets, schools that seem more like jails than educational institutions, and poverty that 
pushes people to desperation and sadness. We have grown up with the trauma of having our family 
members and friends detained, jailed, and deported. But we are strong and determined, so we keep on. 
We have stood next to our parents as they worked as street vendors, as they were ticketed, arrested, and 
sometimes assaulted by police for trying to make a living. We, as youth, have also been ticketed and 
arrested alongside our parents. We have come to understand what it is to be humiliated and then stand 
and fight for what is right, what is principled, what is just. Our parents’ unrelenting strength to fight for 
us and their rights has taught us to always stand up for what is right and never sell out.

We have asked ourselves, “Is the DREAM Act an advantage or disadvantage for us as immigrant 

http://www.npr.org/2011/03/12/134421473/weight-of-war-soldiers-heavy-gear-packs-on-pain


youth?” Many of us were excited about the possibility of getting documents and finally being 
recognized as human beings, able to get a job and an education and help our families. Along with our 
teachers and mentors, we delved into community organizing and becoming politically conscious. We 
began learning about our history and our people’s resistance. We then expanded to other cultures and 
histories and began to appreciate them. We marched side by side with youth from all over the world 
including South Asia and the Middle East. We saw that within our hearts there was no difference and 
enjoyed each other’s company and diversity. Our spirits were momentarily paralyzed when we began 
learning about the effects of war and how these young people’s families and communities had been 
destroyed. We began to ask ourselves, “How can we stop these wars? How can we help?” Our political 
education allowed us to see through the military propaganda and the army recruiters in our blocks and 
schools. Speaking to our peers we saw how the military was using them to fight wars that didn’t 
concern us and killed our friends. This forced us to look at the DREAM Act much more closely.

The DREAM Act Revealed

What happened to the community service option that the original DREAM Act contained? Why did our 
supposed advocates allow for the removal of the community service option? Was it because in this 
form the DREAM Act became winnable? At what expense?

Undocumented youth in states like North Carolina, Virginia, Illinois, Ohio, and New Mexico would be 
forced to take the military option in large numbers as they would not be able to pay the high price of 
education.

Two Years of Military Requirement

We, the VAMOS Unidos youth, do not support the DREAM Act due to the military component. The 
fact that it has been introduced as a defense appropriation bill adds insult to injury. The DREAM Act is 
a de facto military draft, forcing undocumented youth to fight in unjust wars in exchange for 
recognition as human beings.

The same way many supposed “advocates” of immigrant rights sold out the community with 
Comprehensive Immigration Reform (CIR), they now sell us out with the DREAM Act. We stand 
against any militarization, whether of the border, our communities, or our status. We will not kill 
innocent people in exchange for Green Cards.

We will not be used for the wars of the corporations and the rich in any part of the world in exchange 
for blood-stained immigration papers.

VAMOS Unidos—Vendedoras Ambulantes Movilizando y Organizando en Solidaridad (Street Vendors 
Mobilizing and Organizing in Solidarity)—is a Bronx community-based social justice organization 
founded by low-income Latina/o immigrant street vendors. VAMOS Unidos organizes Latina/o 
immigrants, currently predominantly street vendors, for economic and racial justice, immigrant rights, 
and police accountability.

http://www.warresisters.org/node/1133
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Soldier gets hard labor, discharge in Afghan war 
case
By Laura L. Myers

SEATTLE | Thu Mar 3, 2011 1:20am EST

SEATTLE (Reuters) - A U.S. Army soldier was sentenced to 60 days of hard labor and a discharge on 
Wednesday after a military judge found him guilty of serious misconduct, including desecrating a 
corpse, and beating up a fellow soldier while deployed in Afghanistan.

Army specialist Corey Moore, 22, was one of a dozen 5th Stryker Brigade soldiers charged with 
misconduct.

Moore was found guilty by U.S. Army Judge Lieutenant Colonel Kwasi Hawks of stabbing a corpse 
and beating up Private Justin Stoner, an alleged whistle-blower who threatened to reveal the platoon's 
drug use.

Moore, of Redondo Beach, California, is one of seven Stryker Brigade soldiers charged with lesser 
crimes. Five others face murder charges in upcoming court-martial hearings.

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/03/us-soldiers-crimes-idUSTRE7220O820110303?
feedType=RSS&feedName=domesticNews&rpc=76

related story:

Soldier's murder trial may omit whistle-blower 
claim
Army prosecutors want the murder trial of Spc. Adam Winfield to unfold without any mention the 
soldier once acted as a whistle-blower to try to expose such crimes.

By Hal Bernton, Seattle Times staff reporter
March 7, 2011

"Our position is it's irrelevant," said Capt. John Riesenberg, an Army prosecutor, at a hearing Monday 
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord.

Winfield is a 22-year-old soldier from Florida accused of joining with two other soldiers to kill an 
unarmed Afghan villager in May 2010.

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/03/us-soldiers-crimes-idUSTRE7220O820110303?feedType=RSS&feedName=domesticNews&rpc=76
http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/03/03/us-soldiers-crimes-idUSTRE7220O820110303?feedType=RSS&feedName=domesticNews&rpc=76


It is one of three such killings prosecutors allege were carried out by members of Winfield's platoon 
attached to the 5th Stryker Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division.

In February 2010, Winfield, in an Internet chat with his father, said one innocent farmer had already 
been "mowed down" and more such killings were planned.

His father, Christopher Winfield, passed that information on to an Army staff sergeant at Joint Base 
Lewis-McChord. However, that report failed to spur any investigation of the platoon.

Defense attorneys say Winfield's actions showed he tried to withdraw from an alleged conspiracy, and 
they are urging a judge to admit as evidence the Internet chat and the Army's handling of Christopher 
Winfield's telephone call to report the information.

http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2014429275_stryker08m.html

Navy Officers Face Censure Over Videos on 
Carrier; Captain's Career Ended
By Elisabeth Bumiller, for the NY Times
Published: March 3, 2011

WASHINGTON — A senior commander in the United States Navy found fault with 40 officers and 
sailors on Thursday for their roles in crude, sexually explicit videos that were shown as onboard 
entertainment from 2005 to 2007 to the crew of the Enterprise, the world’s first nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier. 

Capt. Owen Honors, the executive officer of the Enterprise, who created and starred in the videos, was 
permanently removed from the command of the Enterprise in January, shortly after the videos were 
first disclosed by a Norfolk newspaper, The Virginian-Pilot.

Admiral Harvey also said he had issued less severe “nonpunitive letters of caution” to two other high-
ranking officers, among them Vice Adm. Daniel Holloway, who commanded the Enterprise strike 
group at the time of the videos and is now the commander of the Navy’s Second Fleet. An additional 32 
officers and sailors who had a role in the production and broadcast of the videos also received letters of 
caution. 

A version of this article appeared in print on March 4, 2011, on page A18 of the New York edition.
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/04/us/04military.html?_r=1&ref=us 

Valley Family Buries Daughter Twice
Longtime Military Practice Brings Heartache To Families

POSTED: 2:50 pm MST February 25, 2011
UPDATED: 4:19 pm MST March 1, 2011

PEORIA, Ariz. -- Linda Gillam still questions why her daughter died on a military base. She still 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/04/us/04military.html?_r=1&ref=us
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2014429275_stryker08m.html


wonders why no one was arrested in connection with her daughter's death.

But most of the time, she can't understand why the military treated her daughter's [dead] body with 
what she calls "disrespect."

"They abused her body," said Gillam. "They neglected it. I'm Catholic. She deserves to be buried in one 
piece."

It's sometimes common practice to keep the heart and brain for further study. But in this case, the 
military forgot to notify Ward's parents they were keeping her vital organs.

Linda tape recorded her conversation with an Armed Forces Medical Examiner on March 4, 2008.

Shauna Lynn Ward was uncertain what she wanted from life, so she enlisted in the Army. On Oct. 15, 
2007, the 21-year-old was found dead in her barracks.

The military apology offered little comfort to Todd and Linda, who had to bury their daughter for a 
second time.

"We were not allowed near the grave," said Linda Gillam. "We had to stay in our cars near the road. I 
saw a salute and the funeral director handed down the infant casket and he put it on top of her and that 
was the end of it. Such disrespect to me. She deserved better than that."

Copyright 2011 by KPHO.com. 

http://www.kpho.com/news/27000994/detail.html

Court martial recommended for Fort Hood 
shooting suspect
Reuters, Sat Mar 5, 2011

HOUSTON – A U.S. Army official has recommended that the Army major charged in the 2009 
shooting rampage at a Texas Army base face a court martial and possible death penalty charges, the 
Army said on Friday. 

The incident has raised concerns over the threat of "home-grown" militant attacks. 

Fort Hood is a major deployment point for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20110305/us_nm/us_usa_shooting_texas

http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20110305/us_nm/us_usa_shooting_texas
http://www.kpho.com/news/27000994/detail.html


file under: gays in the military

Sailor says Navy punishing him for sleepover 
with male sailor
By Jennifer Rizzo, CNN

Petty Officer Stephen Jones says he fell asleep with another sailor while watching television.

His roommate caught the two sailors sleeping and reported them to supervisors. The NAVY has said 
the sleepover is a violation and unprofessional.

The Navy is proceeding with discharging Jones, charging him with "willful failure to exhibit 
professional conduct," Jones' lawyer, Greg Myers said.

"It is a violation of the Command Instruction for sailors to act unprofessionally in the barracks. It is 
considered unprofessional conduct to share the same bed in Navy barracks," said Thomas Dougan, a 
spokesman for the Naval Nuclear Power Training Command.

Jones, who claims nothing sexual happened, said they were both clothed, him in pajama pants and a 
white t-shirt and McGee in boxers, and that two were not under the covers together.

http://edition.cnn.com/2011/US/03/05/sailor.sleepover/index.html?iref=NS1

Sailor charged with espionage, attempted to sell 
classified information
By Erik Slavin, for Stars and Stripes
Published: March 4, 2011

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan — A sailor based at Fort Bragg, N.C., has been charged with four 
counts of the capital crime of attempted espionage, Navy Region Mid-Atlantic officials announced late 
Thursday.

Martin is in custody at the naval brig in Norfolk, Va., where he has remained since shortly after being 
arrested Dec. 1 by federal agents in Fayetteville, N.C., according to the Navy.

Martin accepted $3,500 from an undercover FBI agent in exchange for dozens of pages of documents 
that were classified either secret or top secret, according to a 2010 warrant filed in Eastern District 
Court in North Carolina and obtained by the AP.

During the initial Nov. 15 meeting with the undercover agent at a Hampton Inn near Fort Bragg, N.C., 
Martin told the agent his current assignment focused on Afghanistan, and that he would one day work 
for the Defense Intelligence Agency, according to the warrant.

“Martin stated that over his prospective 15 to 20 year career, he could be very valuable,” the warrant 

http://edition.cnn.com/2011/US/03/05/sailor.sleepover/index.html?iref=NS1


says, according to AP.

http://www.stripes.com/news/navy/sailor-charged-with-espionage-attempting-to-sell-classified-
information-1.136625

The Tulsa Peace Fellowship's Counter-Recruitment Update/Digest, for April 2011
backpage

US Backs War Crime Tribunal for 1st Time
March 02, 2011
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS -- The U.N. resolution imposing tough sanctions against Libya marked the first 
time that the United States has given its support to the International Criminal Court and signified a 
remarkable turnaround, though it includes a key exemption.

The resolution adopted unanimously by the Security Council on Saturday refers the actions of 
Moammar Gadhafi's regime since Feb. 15 to the court's prosecutor who must decide whether there is 
enough evidence of alleged crimes against humanity to warrant a full investigation. 

"It's a historic vote by the United States government because it's the first time in a Security Council 
resolution the United States has voted affirmatively on the side of the International Criminal Court," 
said Richard Dicker, head of the International Justice Program at Human Rights Watch. "That's a 
positive step."

But the United States insisted on including a provision in the resolution to protect Americans from 
investigation or prosecution by the International Criminal Court, known as the ICC.

http://www.military.com/news/article/us-backs-war-crime-tribunal-for-1st-time.html?
col=1186032310810

file under: war is boring

Gates to Air Force: Get Used to Drones, Cargo 
Runs, Boredom
By Spencer Ackerman
March 4, 2011

If any cadets at the Air Force Academy joined up in the hopes of dogfighting enemy jets or going on 
big bombing runs, Defense Secretary Robert Gates’ lecture on Friday probably came as a 
disappointment.

He warned the Air Force to “shed the nostalgia” for “air-to-air combat and strategic bombing.”

http://www.military.com/news/article/us-backs-war-crime-tribunal-for-1st-time.html?col=1186032310810
http://www.military.com/news/article/us-backs-war-crime-tribunal-for-1st-time.html?col=1186032310810
http://www.stripes.com/news/navy/sailor-charged-with-espionage-attempting-to-sell-classified-information-1.136625
http://www.stripes.com/news/navy/sailor-charged-with-espionage-attempting-to-sell-classified-information-1.136625


That’s because the kinds of missions the Air Force performs in Iraq and Afghanistan are features, not 
bugs. Drone flights. Cargo lifts and drops. Medical evacuation. Airborne spying.

His speech today was a reminder that the last thing he’s after is a “return to the last century’s mindset,” 
Gates told cadets.

“Stability and security missions, counterterrorism, train, assist and equip, persistent battlefield ISR, 
close air support, search and rescue, and the ever-critical transport missions are with us to stay — even 
without a repeat of Iraq and Afghanistan,” Gates said.

He singled out the drone planes that all the services buy. Shortly after becoming defense secretary, 
Gates all but sparred with the Air Force to invest more heavily in drones.  Gates predicted that the 
future involves much more "sitting in trailers operating slow-flying drones," rather than flying any 
stick.

As much as he praised the drones, he recited decades’ worth of blown predictions of the obsolescence 
of manned aircraft, and warned against “the kind of techno-optimism about remote-control warfare that 
has muddled strategic thinking in the past.”

His advocates say Gates is providing an overdue corrective to a military bureaucracy that prepares only 
for the wars it wants to fight, not the ones it’s likely to confront. 

http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/03/gates-to-air-force-get-used-to-drones-cargo-runs/
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/05/world/05gates.html?hp

Japan’s Culture of Peace: Reflections on 
Constitutional Antimilitarism
by Benjamin A. Peters, March 12, 2011 

Japanese professional baseball teams have kicked off their spring exhibition games. In February I 
attended a match between the Yomiuri Giants and Hiroshima Carp in southern Miyazaki Prefecture. For 
a sport so central to the collective identities of both Americans and the Japanese, the game I attended 
reminded me of how different our two cultures are. 

when the game began there was no military flyover, no paratrooper sailing in with the game ball, and 
no color guard flag ceremony. The Hinomaru flag was fluttering high above the scoreboard, banally 
signifying the nation, but no one seemed to notice and no anthem was sung. 

The flag and anthem are problematic in Japan. Symbols of the imperial era, the legislature recognized 
them as "official" in 1999 in order to enforce their compulsory use in school ceremonies. Despite their 
status, however, protests and lawsuits against compulsory school ceremonies continue even now on the 
grounds that forcing teachers and students to bow to the flag and sing the anthem violates the 
constitutional protection of "freedom of thought and conscience." 

A baseball game without an anthem? No color guard presenting the national flag? No sign of the 

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/03/05/world/05gates.html?hp
http://www.wired.com/dangerroom/2011/03/gates-to-air-force-get-used-to-drones-cargo-runs/


security culture that pervades every American arena? This is what baseball looks like in a country 
where sports events are not rehearsals for nationalism and militarism. It is a sign that the Japanese still 
valorize the peace culture they developed after 1945.   

The state learned its lesson back in 1960 when it rammed through the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation 
and Security – the security agreement that allows the U.S. to maintain military bases in Japan to this 
day. 

Labor unions, women’s groups, parties of the Left, and citizens opposed the treaty; they wanted 
unarmed neutrality instead and rightly suspected that the treaty would undermine the war-renouncing 
constitution. Prime Minister Kishi Nobusuke – a suspected "Class A" war criminal released by the 
Occupation without trial – forced the treaty through the legislature. His Liberal Democratic Party, set 
up just a few years before with financial aid from the CIA, would not let the U.S. down. 

Japanese officials are realists; they are domestic realists. They know that a majority of the public has 
never been in favor of revising the peace plank of the Constitution. 

Alarmed by [the Japanese Prime Minister's maneuvers to underwrite the so-called 'war on terror'], nine 
Japanese public figures announced the formation of the Article Nine Association, named for the peace 
plank of the Constitution, and urged citizens to defend constitutional antimilitarism. By 2008 — just 
five years after their appeal — there were more than 7,000 autonomous Article Nine Associations 
(A9As) networking across the country. 

As evidence of the effectiveness of the A9As, public support for revision of Article Nine dropped from 
a high of 44 percent in 2004 and 2005 to a low of 31 percent by 2008. The government was able to pass 
legislation establishing the procedures for a national referendum on amendment, but the long-ruling 
LDP was swept out of power in 2009 and the push for revising Article Nine has temporarily subsided.  

A9A regulars carried banners calling for the defense of Article Nine, and a leader explained the 
importance of constitutional antimilitarism through a megaphone. By reversing public opinion favoring 
revision and defeating the LDP, they said they asserted the sovereignty and rights granted to them in the 
Constitution. 

All democratic constitutions do two things. They enumerate rights, and they structure and delimit the 
power of government. These functions are often mutually reinforcing. In the Constitution of Japan, the 
first right mentioned is "the right to live in peace," a universal right "for all peoples of the world." In 
order to secure that right, the citizens of Japan pledged never again to allow "the horrors of war through 
the action of government." Article Nine makes that pledge operative by renouncing war as a sovereign 
right of the nation and prohibiting all "war potential." 

Japan’s is a citizen-centered peace. As history shows, the Japanese believe that peace is too important 
to be left to the state. 

http://original.antiwar.com/benjamin-peters/2011/03/11/japans-culture-of-peace-reflections-on-
constitutional-antimilitarism/

http://original.antiwar.com/benjamin-peters/2011/03/11/japans-culture-of-peace-reflections-on-constitutional-antimilitarism/
http://original.antiwar.com/benjamin-peters/2011/03/11/japans-culture-of-peace-reflections-on-constitutional-antimilitarism/


Afghan vet claims to be prophet, shoots parents
-- Zakariah Jacob Evitt, 26, faces 2 charges of felonious assault and a charge of armed criminal action
By Mike Penprase - Springfield (Mo.) News-Leader
Mar 10, 2011 

SEYMOUR, Mo. — An enraged Seymour man shot his mother and tried to shoot his father Tuesday 
night after the couple refused to acknowledge their son as the reincarnated Jesus, Webster County 
Sheriff Roye Cole said.

Evitt, 26, talked with Cole about the late rapper Tupac Shakur and insists he is now Nicholas Jacob, a 
prophet of God and Jesus returned, the sheriff said.

A series of postings on Evitt’s Facebook page has multiple comments about Shakur and gangster rap in 
the hours before the shooting.

Evitt’s father, Terry, told Cole his son hadn’t slept for six days, Cole said.

“I don’t know if it has anything to do with sleep,” the sheriff said.

Evitt didn’t resist physically, but was verbally abusive toward arresting officers, the sheriff said.

During an interview, Evitt continued to be verbally abusive and refused to acknowledge shooting his 
mother, Cole said.

“He had absolutely zero remorse when I talked to him,” the sheriff said. “Every other word is the f-
word, but that’s OK because he’s Jesus.”

It didn’t appear Evitt was under the influence of drugs, the sheriff said.

Cole said he is trying to figure out why a veteran who among other postings served in Afghanistan and 
who received several medals could be violent toward his parents.

“An award-winning soldier,” Cole said. “He doesn’t look like it now.”

According to the News-Leader’s online database, Evitt faced four separate warrants from July 2007 
and August 2007 for different offenses, including property destruction.

http://www.armytimes.com/news/2011/03/gannett-army-afghanistan-vet-claims-to-be-prophet-031011/

epitaph, for this edition of "Truth in Recruiting."

"I'm not anti-military. Just anti-crazy."
~Dr. Seuss, commenting on his last book, The Butter Battle Book (1984), ostensibly about 
the cold war, being a story about an arms race between the Yooks and the Zooks

http://www.armytimes.com/news/2011/03/gannett-army-afghanistan-vet-claims-to-be-prophet-031011/
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Tulsa Peace Fellowship
who we are:

The Tulsa Peace Fellowship is the activist wing of the peace movement in Eastern Oklahoma.  TPF 
offers citizens and community groups tools and resources to participate personally in our democracy,  
to help shape federal budget and policy priorities, and to promote peace, social and economic justice,  
and human rights.   TPF is a registered non-profit organization and a non-partisan civic-sector  
organization, loosely affiliated with the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Restoration, north side of  
Tulsa.
"Waging Peace One Person at a Time". 
Through its counter-recruitment task force, TPF is a member of the National Network in Opposition 
to the Militarization of Youth (NNOMY) representing some 188 counter-recruitment groups in cities 
and towns across the country. On the web: http://www.nnomy.org/joomla/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=216&Itemid=91  

Tulsa Peace Fellowship is open to members of third parties, progressives, Democrats, Republicans, 
Libertarians, Green Party members, etc.  If you have not already done so, please join the new social 
networking tool for TPF on Ning, in lieu of TPFtalks on yahoogroups, which has fallen into disuse  
Thank you!  You can check out our new tool here: http://tulsapeacefellowship.ning.com --  Also still 
going strong:  our announcement list on yahoo!  tulsapeace@yahoogroups.com (since 2002)  Go to: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/ and search for "tulsapeace"

If you enjoyed this news digest and/or found this update useful, please consider making a donation of 
time, money, or effort to the Tulsa Peace Fellowship.   

TPF needs your support.
You can donate online via PINC (pull down menu for US$ donations)
http://www.pincgiving.com/donate/organization/1202854

Or, please mail a check or money order made out to the"Tulsa Peace Fellowship" to :

The Tulsa Peace Fellowship
c/o UU Church of the Restoration, 
1314 N. Greenwood Ave, Tulsa Oklahoma. 74106-4854
Find on a map: Google Maps link

Contributions to TPF are not tax deductible at the present time. Details on tax status available

The next monthly anti-war demo in Tulsa is scheduled for
Saturday April 2nd, 2011, 12noon to 2pm, with the theme: "U.S. Out of Afghanistan Now!"
Details online: http://tulsapeacefellowship.ning.com/events/out-of-afghanistan-1

http://tulsapeacefellowship.ning.com/events/out-of-afghanistan-1
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&q=peace+fellowship&sll=36.173998,-95.986798&sspn=0.010168,0.022552&ie=UTF8&radius=0.75&split=1&filter=0&rq=1&ev=zi&hq=peace+fellowship&hnear=&z=16&iwloc=E
http://www.pincgiving.com/donate/organization/1202854
http://groups.yahoo.com/
mailto:tulsapeace@yahoogroups.com
http://tulsapeacefellowship.ning.com/
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The next regularly scheduled business meeting of the Fellowship will be held
 on Thursday, April 7th 2011, 6:15 PM – 7:30 PM @ the UU Church of the Restoration, in Tulsa, 
just north of downtown

Come join us!   Especially parents, guardians, and students in the Tulsa Public Schools system who are 
interested in countering the presence of military recruiters on school grounds.

An archive of TPF counter-recruitment updates and other related TPF material is available to members 
online:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tulsapeace/
You must sign in to yahoo! groups to see the archived "message history"
TPF messages have been archived online since 2002
TPF was founded some 30 years ago.
Current membership online: 692 subscribers

The information provided in this digest/update herein is for non-profit use only, according to "fair use" 
doctrine.  Copyright and all commercial exploitation rights remain with the various authors/publishers 
cited above. The Tulsa Peace Fellowship does not necessarily endorse the views expressed in the 
articles appearing herein.

further information
IN ACCORDANCE WITH TITLE 17 U.S.C. SECTION 107, THIS MATERIAL IS DISTRIBUTED 
WITHOUT PROFIT TO THOSE WHO HAVE EXPRESSED A PRIOR INTEREST IN RECEIVING 
THE INCLUDED INFORMATION FOR RESEARCH AND EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. Tulsa 
Peace Fellowship HAS NO AFFILIATION WHATSOEVER WITH THE ORIGINATOR OF THESE 
ARTICLES NOR IS Tulsa Peace Fellowship ENDORSED OR SPONSORED BY THE 
ORIGINATORS.

SOURCE ARTICLE LINKS ARE PROVIDED AS A CONVENIENCE TO OUR READERS AND 
ALLOW FOR VERIFICATION OF AUTHENTICITY. HOWEVER, AS ORIGINATING PAGES ARE 
OFTEN UPDATED BY THEIR ORIGINATING HOST SITES, THE VERSIONS POSTED MAY 
NOT MATCH THE VERSIONS OUR READERS VIEW WHEN CLICKING THE SOURCE 
ARTICLE LINKS, OR INDEED, THE WEBPAGES MAY NO LONGER EVEN EXIST.

Strength Through Peace:  Out of Iraq & Afghanistan
Accountability:  Indict & Imprison Bush & Cheney for War Crimes
JROTC: Out of Our Schools
Schools as Military-Free Zones
Alternatives to War:  Department of Peace & cabinet-level Secretary of Peace

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tulsapeace/?v=1&t=search&ch=web&pub=groups&sec=group&slk=1


THE 10 REASONS NOT TO ENLIST 
Ten excellent reasons not to join the military:
a.. You May Be Killed, Even By Mistake
b.. You May Kill Others Who Do Not Deserve to Die 
c.. You May Be Injured 
d.. You May Not Receive Proper Medical Care 
e.. You May Suffer Long-term Health Problems 
f.. You May Be Lied To 
g.. You May Face Discrimination 
h.. You May Be Asked to Do Things Against Your Beliefs 
i.. You May Find It Difficult to Leave the Military
j.. You Have Other Choices, including the Choice to Learn a Marketable Skill

for more info:
http://www.10reasonsbook.com/medcare.htm

http://www.10reasonsbook.com/medcare.htm

