
Truth in Recruiting - "Don't Believe the Hype!"
The Tulsa Peace Fellowship Counter-Recruitment Update/Digest, for July 2009
(scroll down for details about any story)

lead story:

file under: grim milestone
5,000 U.S. Troops Killed in Iraq and Afghanistan - Oklahoma Father Speaks Out
--As Wars’ Death Toll Passes 5,000 Dead, Military Families Speak Out
--A Gold Star Father from Oklahoma Urges President Obama to Bring All Our Troops Home Now

from the archives:
Lyrics to "Machine Gun, " by Jimi Hendrix
--a counter-recruitment anthem, lyrics worth ponderring
--view vintage footage on YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVvtIS2YGVI

page one:

Fatal attack against U.S. Recruiting Station in Little Rock, Arkansas
--an American citizen, the accused assailant, is in custody
--one U.S. soldier dead, another in hospital

Marjorie Cohn's book Rules of Disengagement: The Politics and Honor of Military Dissent
--book takes a hard look at the rights, obligations and options for Soldiers in the era of Corporate 
Warfare.

G.I. Rights Workshop in Oklahoma City
--was held mid-June, hosted by Oklahoma Center for Conscience (OCC, formerly known as the 
Oklahoma Committee for Conscientious Objection)

Promoting Peace: One School at a Time
-- #1 New York Times bestseller, by Greg Mortenson and journalist David Oliver Relin

quote:
Mortenson is "fighting the war on terror the way I think it should be conducted." 
~Relin

US Army Base Shuts Down After Rise in Suicides 
--"The commander of Fort Campbell army base in Kentucky has ordered a three-day suspension of 
regular duties to focus on a spike in suicides among his troops amid concern over a wider trend across 
the armed services." 

The Life and Lonely Death of Noah Pierce
--suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), wrote in his diary of “the snowflake that 
toppled the iceberg”

Late soldier's family gives their grief purpose: ending Iraq war
--Five years after setting a Marine van on fire, the father of a soldier who died in Iraq has turned 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sVvtIS2YGVI


personal tragedy into a political testament.

quote:
''I think it's important for people to see how families grieve. I share my grieving very 
publicly.''
~a Gold Star Father, Carlos is active in Military Families Speak Out (MFSO)

page two:

Will there be a trial for U.S. pilots committing war crimes in Afghanistan?
--U.S. acknowledges faul Afghan airstrikes that killed civilians
--Pilots accused of breaking "the rules of engagement"
--The Afghan government concluded that about 140 civilians had been killed in the attacks.

‘Tough’ New Afghan Rules of Engagement: Avoid Civilian Homes
--U.S. & NATO Troops Ordered Not to Fight Near Afghan Homes

featured opinion piece of the month:
Anatomy of a typical US military propaganda campaign
by Christopher Dowd, for the Boston Libertarian Examiner

Air Guard recruiter charged with selling drugs
--arrested and accused of dealing cocaine and prescription drugs from his military office in Rhode 
Island.

Police arrested a U.S. Marine Corps recruiter on charges of felony pimping and kidnapping
--San Pedro Marine recruiter accused of pimping a 14-year old girl

file under: fascism in America
Threats of Lawsuits from Parents in Atlanta delay opening of pro-military high school
--DeKalb County parents accuse school board of abetting the criminal preying on children by military 
recruiters

fact:
At Carver Military Academy in Chicago, just 8 percent of students passed muster on state 
tests.  Between 3% and 7% more graduating seniors accept the enticements offered by such 
military academies to enlist in the military.

backpage:

University of Sydney offers course in disrupting U.S. wargames off Australia coast
--Uni offers six-week degree in 'Peace and Activism' including civil disobedience
--arrests are anticipated for 12 July 2009

Britain's atomic test veterans have won their High Court bid for the right to sue the Government 
for compensation.
-- they were involved in nuclear tests in the 1950s, with exposure to ionising radiation leading to 
cancer, skin defects and fertility problems 



figure:
Around 1,000 servicemen who blame their ill-health on their involvement in the nuclear 
tests want to sue the Ministry of Defence.

from the archives:
Israeli attack on USS Liberty: unprovoked bombardment and torpedoing in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Sea
--1967 nadir in relations between U.S. and Israel
--deaths of servicemen swept under the rug

Revisionists challenge D-Day story about Normandy landings
--many Allied troops had a surly reception from the people of Normandy, due to Allied bombing of 
Norman towns & villages
--anti-Americanism among French civilians justified by recalling the "cowardly" way the Americans 
bombed from high altitude 

fact:
Some 20,000 French civilians were killed in the two-and-a-half months from D-Day, 3,000 
of them during the actual landings. 

fact:
29 U.S. soldiers were executed for the rape of civilians, after the invasion of Normandy.

book reviews:
Churchill, Hitler, and “The Unnecessary War,” by Patrick J. Buchanan
--links to reviews of the book by Robert Higgs, and by Anthony Gregory
--Was the “Good War” Unnecessary?

Epitaph for this edition of "Truth in Recruiting"
"It was rather a shock to find we were not welcomed ecstatically as liberators by the local 
people, in Normandy. They saw us as bringers of destruction and pain."  
~Cpl LF Roker of the Highland Light Infantry, from his WWII diary, quoted in a new book 
about the impact of the campaign on French civilians, Liberation: The Bitter Road to 
Freedom, by William Hitchcock..

lead story

5,000 U.S. TROOPS KILLED IN IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN - Oklahoma Father 
Speaks Out
For Immediate Release – June 2, 2009
Contact: Military Families Speak Out, 617-983-0710, press@mfso.org
      Warren Henthorn  405-733-2693

As Wars’ Death Toll Passes 5,000, Military Families Urge President Obama to Bring 

mailto:press@mfso.org


All Our Troops Home Now

Nationwide – As the nation awaits confirmation from the Pentagon of the 5,000th death of a U.S. 
service member in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, members of Military Families Speak Out are 
mourning the dead and calling on President Obama to honor the sacrifices of these service members 
and their families and honor all of those who serve by acting swiftly to end both wars.

Warren Henthorn of Choctaw, OK, the father of Army Spc. Jeffrey Henthorn who died in Iraq on Feb 8, 
2005, says:

“Way too many have died on all sides of these wars. If I remember correctly, President Obama won the 
Democratic nomination based on the promise to end the war in Iraq. But, between Iraq and 
Afghanistan, at the end of this year we will actually have more troops in harm’s way then we did at the 
height of the ‘surge.’ That’s just as bad as we had it under President Bush. These wars now belong to 
President Obama. The blood is on his hands.”

Henthorn is a member of Gold Star Families Speak Out, a national chapter of Military Families Speak 
Out whose members’ loved ones died a result of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Jane Bright of West Hills, CA, the mother of Sgt. Evan Aschraft who was killed at the perimeter of an 
oil refinery in Iraq on July 24, 2003, is also a member of Gold Star Families Speak Out. She says:

"My son was the 249th U.S. service member killed in Iraq – it’s hard to believe that 5,000 of our troops 
have already died in Iraq and Afghanistan.  How many more?  We need to bring all our troops home 
from these wars and we need to take care of our veterans when they return home, giving them the 
medical and psychological care and treatment they need and deserve.”

Maggie Pondolfino, a member of Military Families Speak Out from Portland, OR has been nervously 
watching the death toll in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan rise as her son awaits a deployment to 
Afghanistan with the U.S. Army:

“It’s been over a year since my only son returned from a 14 month deployment to Iraq. Over a year 
since I was immobilized with dread at every unexpected knock on my door and every unfamiliar van 
parked in front of my house. Daily, I obsessively checked the Department of Defense casualty list. Too 
many times the names were close to home…someone from our state, or even someone from his 
platoon,” says Pondolfino. “I imagined the other mothers’ grief and wondered would I be able to 
endure it? Then I had a year of relative calm. I even celebrated a new administration and momentarily 
experienced the hope that seemed to engulf the country.

“Now as the nation braces for the news of the confirmation of the 5,000th death of a U.S. service 
member in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, that the administration that briefly gave me new hope 
prepares to send my son to another war with no clear mission and no exit strategy. And how do I 
prepare? How do I prepare for another year of going through the motions of living, all the while 
wondering if he will come home and, if he does, will he have to fight a war within him? As hurtful as it 
is to say this, if he does not come home, my darling boy with his loving heart and keen intellect will 
have died for nothing. I know that no good will come from continuing the occupations of Afghanistan 
and Iraq, just more heartbreak, sorrow, and tragedy. When will we ever learn?”

Our loved ones took an oath to defend our country and our Constitution. Instead, they have been sent 



and re-sent to wars of occupation. The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq are denying the Iraq and Afghan 
people the ability to determine their own future. The best way for Congress and the President to uphold 
our country’s values and honor our troops’ commitment and sacrifice is to bring the troops home now 
and let the Iraqi and the Afghan people decide their own course.

Members of Military Families Speak Out and Gold Star Families Speak Out are available for interview.

Military Families Speak Out (MFSO) is an organization of people opposed to the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan who have relatives or loved ones who are currently in the military or who have served in 
the military since the buildup to the Iraq war in the fall of 2002. Formed by two families in November 
of 2002, we have contacts with military families throughout the United States, and in other countries 
around the world. Military Families Speak Out is a national organization of over 4,000 military 
families working to bring all U.S. troops home from Iraq and Afghanistan and secure the care that our 
troops, Veterans, and military families need to recover from the impact of those wars on our lives and 
the lives of our loved ones. Gold Star Families Speak Out is a national chapter of Military Families 
Speak Out with over 150 families whose loved ones died a result of the wars in Iraq or Afghanistan.

http://mfso.org/article.php?id=1319

{Thank you Darla for bringing the above story to our attention.}

Military Families Speak Out - MIDWEST CHAPTER (Kansas, Missouri and Oklahoma)
http://www.mfsomidwest.org/

Modern Music for a Requiem:
Lyrics to "Machine Gun, " by Jimi Hendrix:

    Machine Gun
    Tearing my body all apart

    Machine Gun, yeah
    Tearing my body all apart

    Evil man make me kill ya
    Evil man make you kill me
    Evil man make me kill you
    Even though we’re only families apart

    Well I pick up my axe and fight like a farmer
    (You know what I mean)
    Hey! And your bullets keep knocking me down

    Hey, I pick up my axe and fight like a farmer now

http://www.mfsomidwest.org/
http://mfso.org/article.php?id=1319


    Yeah, but you still blast me down to the ground

    The same way you shoot me down, baby
    You’ll be going just the same
    Three times the pain,
    and your own self to blame
    Hey, Machine Gun

    I ain’t afraid of your mess no more, babe
    I ain’t afraid no more
    After a while, your, your cheap talk don’t even cause me pain,
    so let your bullets fly like rain

    ’Cause I know all the time you’re wrong baby
    And you’ll be going just the same
    Yeah, Machine Gun
    Tearing my family apart
    Yeah, yeah, alright
    Tearing my family apart

    (Don’t you shoot him down)
    (He’s ’bout to leave here)
    (Don’t you shoot him down)
    (He’s got to stay here)
    (He ain’t going nowhere)
    (He’s been shot down to the ground)
    (Oh where he can’t survive, no, no)

    Yeah, that’s what we don’t wanna hear anymore, alright?
    (No bullets)
    At least here, huh huh
    (No guns, no bombs)
    Huh huh
    (No nothin’, just let’s all live and live)
    (You know, instead of killin’)

    May this be
    Love or just
    Confusion Born out of
    frustration wracked
    feelings - of not
    being able to
    make true physical
    love to the
    Universal gypsy Queen
    True, free expressed music
    Darling guitar please
    rest. Amen



page one

Fatal attack against U.S. Recruiting Station in 
Little Rock, Arkansas
--an American citizen, the accused assailant, is in custody, has pleaded not guilty

By JAMES DAO and DAVID JOHNSTON
Published: June 2, 2009

Mr. Muhammad -- an American convert to Islam, formerly known as Carlos Bledsoe -- has been 
charged with one count of capital murder and 15 counts of terroristic acts in Monday’s shooting, in a 
parking lot outside the recruiting office. He pleaded not guilty Tuesday in a preliminary hearing before 
a state judge in Little Rock and was ordered held there without bond at the Pulaski County jail.

Mr. Muhammad has told investigators that he acted alone, the Little Rock police said. But his travels to 
Yemen and possibly Somalia raise questions about whether he met with any of the militant Islamic 
groups that are active in both countries.

“Mr. Muhammad stated that he was mad at the U.S. military because of what they had done to Muslims 
in the past,” an arrest report filed by the Little Rock police said. “Mr. Muhammad further stated that he 
would have killed more soldiers if they had been on the parking lot.”

Pvt. William A. Long, 23, of Conway, Ark., was killed in the shooting. The wounded soldier, Pvt. 
Quinton Ezeagwula, 18, of Jacksonville, Ark., was in good condition Tuesday at Baptist Medical 
Center in Little Rock, the police said.

The two soldiers were at the recruiting station as a result of a program that uses troops recently out of 
basic training to promote the Army in their home regions, Army officials said. Neither had ever been 
deployed to Iraq or Afghanistan.

Mr. Muhammad was heavily armed when he was arrested Monday shortly after fleeing the shooting 
scene in his black Ford truck.

Mr. Muhammad changed his name from Carlos Bledsoe some time ago, the police said. His parents 
operate tour bus and airport shuttle companies in Little Rock, Memphis and Mississippi.

Stuart Thomas, the police chief in Little Rock, said Mr. Muhammad apparently moved there from 
Tennessee just a few months ago to work at his parents’ business. 

The 23-year-old man charged with killing one soldier and seriously wounding another in a shooting 
outside an Army recruiting office in Little Rock, Ark., was once detained in Yemen for possessing a 
fake Somali passport and other counterfeit documents, law enforcement officials said Tuesday.

It is not clear when Mr. Muhammad, an American convert to Islam who was traveling on a valid United 
States passport, was detained in Yemen or why he would have been carrying counterfeit documents. 
His detention in Yemen was first reported Tuesday by ABC News.



Military recruiters said they could not recall a recent fatal attack against a recruiting station. But the 
shootings were a reminder that recruiting offices are often targets of threats and sometimes actual 
violence.

Last year a small bomb shattered the glass facade of a military recruiting station in Times Square. No 
one was injured in the early-morning explosion, which remains unsolved.

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/03/us/03recruit.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&pagewanted=all

book review 

Marjorie Cohn's book Rules of Disengagement:  
The Politics and Honor of Military Dissent
--book by Marjorie Cohn and Kathleen Gilberd (Poll Point Press, Sausalito, 2009) takes a hard look at 
the rights, obligations and options for soldiers in the era of corporate warfare

Although a primer on the available legal and honorable means for redress of the many grievances the 
US military may suffer, the book is also a deeply suggestive meditation on the military "we have" and 
how it may have come to be the source of so many and such varied grievances.

    Their crucial insight - which runs counter to the complete anti-military bias of some in the anti-war 
movement - is that "Poor healthcare, poor gear, poor safety conditions, poor training, and the use of 
racist stereotypes and sexism are not inherent in a military - rather they are inherent in a military 
fighting illegal and immoral wars and ignoring basic rules of engagement ..."[1] Cohn and Gilberd are 
on the side of US service members who didn't check their conscience - and their sense of honor - at the 
door when they signed up.

    "Rules of Disengagement" provides a brief history of service member challenges to illegal war based 
on the Nuremberg Principles and Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) which establish a duty to 
disobey unlawful orders. The authors determine that while US military judges have been largely 
unwilling to rule that US military engagements per se are unlawful, they have sometimes been open to 
using such arguments to mitigate sentencing of service members who resist or refuse orders on the 
basis of their illegality.

    A chapter on conscientious objection highlights specific cases and focuses on clarifying the actual 
law and means for redress while debunking some of the stereotypes about conscientious objectors that 
prevent service members from applying for that status when it covers their situation. The authors 
maintain that a large number of service members who could be eligible to be conscientious objectors go 
AWOL, unaware that they might qualify as COs. They also helpfully point out that the chances of 
achieving CO status are enhanced when the belief system used as the basis for the application is 
religious, i.e. NOT political.

http://www.truthout.org/062209A

G.I. Rights Workshop in Oklahoma City
--was held mid-June, hosted by Oklahoma Center for Conscience (OCC, formerly known as the 

http://www.truthout.org/062209A
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/03/us/03recruit.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&pagewanted=all


Oklahoma Committee for Conscientious Objection)

GI Rights: AWOL in the Army
Introductory training session for anyone seeking to help GIs know their legal options was held Sunday, 
June 21, 2009, in OKC, at the Joy Mennonite Church, 504 NE 16th, OKC (corner of 16th and Lincoln, 
south of the Capitol)
Hosted by: Oklahoma Center for Conscience

A workshop entitled AWOL No More: (Relatively) Painless Processing Out of the Army was offered on 
Sunday June 21 at 4:30 pm. The program is designed to help volunteers learn about the regulations 
concerning AWOL soldiers and how to help conscientious objectors to return to civilian life by turning 
themselves in and, when eligible, being processed through the Army's PCF at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. The 
Ft. Sill facility is one of only two in the U.S. where "absent without leave" service members who meet 
certain requirements can surrender and be discharged.

Leading the workshop was James M. Branum, an attorney with a private practice specializing in 
military law who has worked with hundreds of soldiers nationwide to facilitate their surrender to and 
separation from the Army. Branum is the supervising attorney with the Oklahoma GI Rights Hotline, he 
serves on the board of the National Lawyers Guild’s Military Law Task Force and he is a co-founder of 
the Oklahoma Center for Conscience.

The Oklahoma GI Rights Hotline, which is not affiliated with the military, provides free, confidential, 
and accurate information on US military regulations and practices to service members, veterans, 
potential recruits, and their families.

Because of Ft. Sill's status as a PCF base, Oklahoma-based volunteers are in increasing demand in both 
counseling and non-counseling positions, to provide information, assistance, and in some cases to 
transport and/or accompany GI's to the facility.

For more information, call the Oklahoma Center for Conscience at 405-236-4938 ext. 2.
event notice on facebook 

Letter to the Editor, in the local OKC newspaper:
http://www.newsok.com

"As a supporter of the Oklahoma Center for Conscience, I want to thank The Oklahoman 
for mentioning OCC’s AWOL workshop held at Joy Mennonite Church. OCC’s Oklahoma 
GI Rights Hotline counsels soldiers who want to leave the Armed Forces or who are AWOL 
and advises them of their rights and what they might expect if they decide to leave the 
military or to return to receive their discharge. AWOL soldiers have many reasons for 
leaving the military. Some of them don’t want to fight and kill people in Iraq and 
Afghanistan who are only protecting their homeland from forces that they perceive as 
invaders. It takes a brave person to stand up and say he won’t kill people no matter the 
circumstances. Often, they face many years in prison for refusing to fight. OCC and 
veterans hospitals have the same goal. It’s to bring the soldiers home, restore their health 
and make them well again."

John Walters, Oklahoma City 
June-26-2009

http://www.newsok.com/
http://www.facebook.com/events.php?ref=sb#/event.php?eid=213896935439


One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace... One 
School at a Time
In Three Cups of Tea: One Man’s Mission to Promote Peace... One School at a Time, the #1 New York 
Times bestseller, Greg Mortenson and journalist David Oliver Relin recount the journey that led 
Mortenson from a failed 1993 attempt to climb Pakistan’s K2, the world’s second highest mountain, to 
go on to successfully establish 78 schools in some of the most remote regions of Afghanistan and 
Pakistan.

By replacing guns with pencils, rhetoric with reading, Mortenson combined his unique background 
with his intimate knowledge of the third-world to promote peace with books, not bombs, and 
successfully bring education and hope to remote communities in central Asia. Three Cups of Tea is at 
once an unforgettable adventure and the inspiring true story of how one man really is changing the 
world—one school at a time.

One reader's review: 

Answering by delivering what his country will not, Mortenson is "fighting the war on terror 
the way I think it should be conducted," Relin writes. This inspiring, adventure-filled book 
makes that case admirably. ~Kirkus Reviews 

http://www.bookbrowse.com/reviews/index.cfm?book_number=1758

US Army Base Shuts Down After Rise in 
Suicides 
http://www.truthout.org/052909A 
Dan De Luce, Agency France-Presse: "The commander of Fort Campbell army base in Kentucky has 
ordered a three-day suspension of regular duties to focus on a spike in suicides among his troops amid 
concern over a wider trend across the armed services." 

The Life and Lonely Death of Noah Pierce
by Ashley Gilbertson
The Virginia Quarlerly Review

Noah Pierce’s headstone gives his date of death as July 26, 2007, though his family feels certain he 
died the night before, when, at age twenty-three, he took a handgun and shot himself in the head. No 
one is sure what pushed him to it. He said in his suicide note it was impotence—a common side effect 
of post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). It was “the snowflake that toppled the iceberg,” he wrote. But 
it could have been the memory of the Iraqi child he crushed under his Bradley. “It must have been a 
dog,” he told his commanders. It could have been the unarmed man he shot point-blank in the forehead 
during a house-to-house raid, or the friend he tried madly to gather into a plastic bag after he had been 

http://www.truthout.org/052909A
http://www.bookbrowse.com/reviews/index.cfm?book_number=1758


blown to bits by a roadside bomb, or—as the fragments of Noah’s poetry might lead you to believe—it 
could have been the doctor he killed at a checkpoint.

When Noah went missing in July 2007, after a harrowing year adjusting to home following two tours in 
Iraq, police ordered a countywide search. His friend Ryan Nelson thought he might know where to 
look. When he pulled up to the spot, he immediately recognized Noah’s truck. Inside, Ryan found his 
friend slumped over the bench seat, his head blown apart, the gun in his right hand. Half a bottle of 
Jack Daniel’s Special Blend lay on the passenger seat, and beer cans were strewn about. On the dash 
lay his photo IDs; he had stabbed each photo through the face. And on the floorboard was the scrawled, 
rambling suicide note. It was his final attempt to explain the horrors he had seen—and committed.

full story: http://www.vqronline.org/articles/2008/fall/gilbertson-noah-pierce/

Late soldier's family gives their grief purpose: 
ending Iraq war
Five years after setting a Marine van on fire, the father of a soldier who died in Iraq has turned personal 
tragedy into a political testament.
Monday, 06.08.09

BY JENNIFER LEBOVICH
jlebovich@MiamiHerald.com

In the front yard of the former Hollywood home of the Arredondo family stands a small rose bush, a 
brown cross carved from their white picket fence and a large black mark scorched on the roadway.

All are reminders of that dark day five years ago when Carlos and Melida Arredondo turned from 
patriotic parents supporting their soldier son in battle to assertive activists wanting to end the war that 
took their child from them.

On that day, Aug. 25, 2004, Marines visited the Arredondos' home to tell them that Lance Cpl. 
Alexander Arredondo had been killed in Najaf, Iraq. It was Carlos' 44th birthday.

''On a day of celebrating life,'' he said, ``I was celebrating death.''

Carlos, shocked and grief-stricken, set fire to the Marines's van. The images of Carlos' burned body and 
the charred Marine van were broadcast around the world.

The couple has since tried to put the shattered pieces of their lives back together by turning a personal 
tragedy into a political testament.

It was after noon when the Marine van parked in front of the one-story home at 5430 Tyler St. The 
three Marines in dress blues got out and started smoothing their uniforms.

Carlos was building a front-yard fence when he saw the men.

He thought they might be recruiters, looking for his younger son, Brian.

They were there to notify him of the death of Lance Cpl. Alexander Arredondo.

mailto:jlebovich@MiamiHerald.com
http://www.vqronline.org/articles/2008/fall/gilbertson-noah-pierce/


Stunned, Carlos ran crying from the officers and told his mother. She, too, broke down.

Carlos called his younger son in Boston. The Marines were there as well.

Carlos desperately wanted the men to leave. He thought they must be at the wrong house. If they just 
turned back down the path, back to the van, he was sure it would turn out to be a terrible mistake. His 
son would still be alive. But they would not leave until his wife got home.

What happened next pushed the grieving father into national news headlines.

His green eyes redden in retelling the story. ''I find myself lost in all this,'' he said.

He plucked a five-gallon tank of gas from the garage, along with a propane torch and a hammer. He 
smashed the windows, yelling, hearing his mother's screams all the while.

He doused the van with gasoline, and it soaked his shorts and socks, as well. He squeezed the propane 
lighter. The flames started shooting from the van; the explosion knocked him back.

A few months later, before Veterans Day in 2005, Carlos transformed his green pickup truck into a 
rolling memorial to his son.

A small casket, draped with an American flag, sat on top. The director of a funeral home donated a full-
size casket.

Carlos' goal: End the government's long-standing policy not to allow the media to photograph or film 
caskets of dead soldiers being returned to the United States. The ban was lifted in February.

''We as a family would talk about why can't we see caskets,'' Melida said. ``That's respecting the fallen, 
honoring the fallen. If we can't see, we're forgetting the fallen. . . . In the beginning it was emotional 
therapy.''

Slowly the truck memorial grew beyond the casket.

Carlos has logged about 100,000 miles on the truck, traveling to 26 states. He's parked in Times Square 
and Boston Common.

Carlos and Melida have met with legislators, asking the governor not to activate the Massachusetts 
National Guard. They're active in a support group for Gold Star families.

Carlos is active in Military Families Speak Out, an organization of military families against the war. 
Carlos and Melida have led a handful of antiwar rallies, including one with thousands of peaceful 
protesters last September outside the Republican National Convention in St. Paul, Minn.

He has driven the truck in funeral processions. To protests.

He takes it to the grocery store. Sometimes, Melida admits, she'll suggest they take her car to run an 
errand.

''I think it's important for people to see how families grieve,'' Carlos said. ``I share my grieving very 
publicly.''

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/miami-dade/breaking-news/story/1087567.html
--with slideshow--

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/miami-dade/breaking-news/story/1087567.html
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U.S. Report Finds Errors in Afghan Airstrikes
By ERIC SCHMITT and THOM SHANKER
Published: June 2, 2009

WASHINGTON — A military investigation has concluded that American personnel made significant 
errors in carrying out some of the airstrikes in western Afghanistan on May 4 that killed dozens of 
Afghan civilians, according to a senior American military official.

 The official said the civilian death toll would probably have been reduced if American air crews and 
forces on the ground had followed strict rules devised to prevent civilian casualties. Had the rules been 
followed, at least some of the strikes by American warplanes against half a dozen targets over seven 
hours would have been aborted.

The report represents the clearest American acknowledgment of fault in connection with the attacks. It 
will give new ammunition to critics, including many Afghans, who complain that American forces too 
often act indiscriminately in calling in airstrikes, jeopardizing the United States mission by turning the 
civilian population against American forces and their ally, the Afghan government.

Since the raid, American military commanders have promised to address the problem. On Tuesday, Lt. 
Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal, nominated to be the American commander in Afghanistan, vowed that 
reducing civilian casualties was “essential to our credibility.”

Any American victory would be “hollow and unsustainable” if it led to popular resentment among 
Afghanistan’s citizens, General McChrystal told the Senate Armed Services Committee during a 
confirmation hearing.

According to the senior military official, the report on the May 4 raids found that one plane was cleared 
to attack Taliban fighters, but then had to circle back and did not reconfirm the target before dropping 
bombs, leaving open the possibility that the militants had fled the site or that civilians had entered the 
target area in the intervening few minutes.

In another case, a compound of buildings where militants were massing for a possible counterattack 
against American and Afghan troops was struck in violation of rules that required a more imminent 
threat to justify putting high-density village dwellings at risk, the official said.

“In several instances where there was a legitimate threat, the choice of how to deal with that threat did 
not comply with the standing rules of engagement,” said the military official, who provided a broad 
summary of the report’s initial findings on the condition of anonymity because the inquiry was not yet 
complete. 

The Afghan government concluded that about 140 civilians had been killed in the attacks. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/03/world/asia/03military.html?
partner=rss&emc=rss&pagewanted=all
--includes geographical map of Farah province, Afghanistan--

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/03/world/asia/03military.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/03/world/asia/03military.html?partner=rss&emc=rss&pagewanted=all


More coverage:

US Admits but Still Defends Afghan Civilian 
Slaughter
by Jeremy Scahill, June 05, 2009 

The attack in Farah province killed as many as 140 Afghan civilians. The US military says errors were 
made, but insists the "targets" "posed legitimate threats to Afghan or American forces."

The May 4 US bombing in Farah Province in Afghanistan was reportedly the single worst aerial attack 
by US forces since the 2001 invasion began. Afghan sources said as many as 130-140 civilians were 
killed. At the time, The New York Times reported the attack "could be the largest case of civilian 
casualties since an attack on the village of Azizabad in western Afghanistan last year, in which United 
Nations officials said there was convincing evidence that 90 civilians were killed." Among the dead, 
according to the International Committee of the Red Cross were 13 members of the one family, 
including a worker for the Red Crescent.

In the immediate aftermath, the Pentagon tried to spin a story that Taliban fighters used grenades to kill 
three families to "stage" a massacre and then blame it on the US. The ICRC passionately rejected this 
claim, saying, "We know that those killed included an Afghan Red Crescent volunteer and 13 members 
of his family who had been sheltering from fighting in a house that was bombed in an air strike."

Over the past month, the US military has been conducting an internal investigation. It bears 
remembering that the US track record of thoroughly "investigating" US massacres is pathetic. The UN 
said there was convincing evidence that last year’s US attack on the village of Azizabad killed 90 
civilians, but the military only acknowledged 30 civilian deaths.

Now, it seems that the military is once again preparing a "sorta culpa" on the Farah bombing, which the 
US military has already said killed an estimated 20-30 civilians 

This is a story that should not be forgotten and it should not be swept under the rug of impunity. The 
victims of this bombing deserve justice and there must be accountability for those responsible.

http://original.antiwar.com/scahill/2009/06/04/us-admits-but-still-defends-afghan-civilian-slaughter/

related development:

‘Tough’ New Afghan Rules of Engagement: 
Avoid Civilian Homes
--U.S. & NATO Troops are now ordered not to fight near Afghan homes

Hot on the heels of releasing its report admitted that it “maybe” killed 86 civilians in a series of air 
strikes against villages in the Farah Province, Gen. Stanley McChrystal, the recently appointed new 
commander of US forces in Afghanistan, is poised to issue a sweeping new change to the rules of 
engagement.
Gen. McChrystal

http://original.antiwar.com/scahill/2009/06/04/us-admits-but-still-defends-afghan-civilian-slaughter/


According to officials, Gen. McChrystal will order all international forces in Afghanistan to stop 
starting fights with militants near the homes of Afghan civilians. The troops will still be allowed to 
return fire if they are “in imminent danger,” but the preferred option will be to withdraw from the area.

The enormous civilian toll caused by the international forces has been a source of considerable strain 
with the Afghan populace. US troops have regularly conducted raids against homes suspected of 
containing militants across the nation. The rule change appears aimed at changing this trend.

http://news.antiwar.com/2009/06/22/gen-mcchrystal-eyes-new-rules-in-afghanistan/

featured opinion piece of the month:

Anatomy of a typical US military propaganda 
campaign
by Christopher Dowd, for the Boston Libertarian Examiner
excerpts from a longer article:

The US military is now saying that "errors" were made in the air strikes last May 4th that resulted in 
over a hundred civilian deaths.  Oh, they are still claiming that most killed were "Taliban."

This is a well worn pattern for our federal military.  A sizable clump of peasants with unpronounceable 
names from an equally unpronounceable village on the other side of the globe are slaughtered by a 
drone, air strike, or troops on the ground.  The initial story appears complete with quotes from locals, 
local officials, and aid workers- many if not all going on the record and giving their names- on or near 
the scene that lay out the basic facts of the story- that the US killed a bunch of civilians.  And within 
hours of this come the denials from the US military.  And not just any denials but creative ones.  If not 
denying outright that anyone was killed at all (which is sometimes their first reaction) the US military  
will then offer up their own story in which the evil "Taliban" or "Al Qaeda in Iraq" killed the civilians 
in question.  The sources for the military's side of the story are almost never named, were no where 
near the incident, and have no first hand knowledge of the event in question at all. 

This doesn't stop our "liberal" media from giving the stories from anonymous military sources far 
removed from the atrocity equal if not more weight than the named local sources on the ground.

This recent bombing is unusual in one respect however, the speed in which their story has changed.  
Usually the US military staggers out their changing story lines on events like these over a period of 
months if not years . . . .  long past the time that anyone remembers or cares and long after the headline 
has faded.  The text book case for this propaganda technique is the Pat Tillman episode in which the 
truth was kept from emerging by the military (and some say it still hasn't emerged) for literally years.  
The Jessica Lynch propaganda campaign is another example of this technique.

What these stories all have in common is that they involved deliberate lies on the part of the US 
military.  Not lies of omission.  Not "mistakes".  Not "misquotes".  Not "confusion".  Lies.  These were 
stories that were invented out of whole cloth when the truth was known and knowingly fed to an 
unquestioning semi government controlled and highly consolidated corporate media for them to 
disperse to an equally unquestioning (and uncaring) American public.

http://news.antiwar.com/2009/06/22/gen-mcchrystal-eyes-new-rules-in-afghanistan/


Now this "Big Lie" [in Afghanistan] didn't hold up long.  And within days the story began to change 
from one to the next.  With each day a slight change in the story occurring until the initial absurd story 
of an evil wandering band of Taliban serial killers who somehow manage to keep getting support 
despite being rabid killers of their own women and children has all but been discarded but for vague 
claims of their somehow being "responsible".

This military/government media managing method is the reason why there are still sizable chunks of 
the American public that think Saddam Hussein was behind 9/11, that think Osama Bin Laden and him 
were best buddies, that think OBL hid in lairs like this, that think Iraq was behind the Anthrax attacks, 
and that now think equally absurd things about Iran.

http://www.examiner.com/examiner/x-3665-Boston-Libertarian-Examiner~y2009m6d5-The-ever-
changing-story--Anatomy-of-a-typical-US-military-propaganda-campaign

Air Guard recruiter charged with selling drugs
By Ray Henry - The Associated Press
Posted : Tuesday Jun 2, 2009 20:07:51 EDT

PROVIDENCE, R.I. — The Rhode Island Air National Guard suspended recruiting for five days 
Tuesday after a recruiter was arrested and accused of dealing cocaine and prescription drugs from his 
military office.

Tech. Sgt. Richard Flamand, 31, did not enter a plea to charges of possession of cocaine and 
prescription drugs with the intent to deliver, possession of marijuana and other crimes during an 
arraignment in Kent County District Court. A bail hearing was scheduled for June 15.

Acting on a tip from Air Force officials about three weeks ago, State Police made controlled drug buys 
from Flamand’s home in Coventry, where he was arrested Monday. Police learned from an informant 
that Flamand was supposedly selling drugs from his Cranston recruiting office, State Police Capt. 
David Neill said.

While searching that National Guard office, police found 40 grams of cocaine, Neill said. Prescription 
pills were taken from Flamand’s home, truck and office, including OxyContin, methadone and Viagra. 
Investigators also seized about $7,600 in cash from Flamand.

Military authorities are investigating his contacts with recruits.

http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/2009/06/ap_airguard_recruiter_drugs_060209/

San Pedro Marine recruiter accused of pimping
By The Associated Press
Posted: 06/02/2009 

http://www.airforcetimes.com/news/2009/06/ap_airguard_recruiter_drugs_060209/
http://www.examiner.com/examiner/x-3665-Boston-Libertarian-Examiner~y2009m6d5-The-ever-changing-story--Anatomy-of-a-typical-US-military-propaganda-campaign
http://www.examiner.com/examiner/x-3665-Boston-Libertarian-Examiner~y2009m6d5-The-ever-changing-story--Anatomy-of-a-typical-US-military-propaganda-campaign


 HEMET - Police who arrested a U.S. Marine Corps recruiter on charges of felony pimping and 
kidnapping said Tuesday that they are looking into whether he used a 14-year-old girl to entice 
potential recruits.

Staff Sgt. Bryan Damone Cunningham, 33, of San Pedro pleaded not guilty to seven felonies last week 
after police in Orange discovered the teenage girl in a car with Cunningham and two other men. The 
two men, ages 18 and 19, were potential Marine recruits, police said.

The girl, who has since been returned to her parents in Hemet, told police that she met Cunningham 
online and had sex with all three men. She also told police Cunningham wanted her to work as a 
prostitute and had tried to take her to Los Angeles County against her will.

Police said they are trying to determine if Cunningham may have been using the girl to entice Marine 
recruits. 

The Marines are also working to "administratively separate" Cunningham from the Marines, so he 
would be forced to leave the military.

Also charged are Justin Willard, 18, of Los Angeles and Homer Daskalakis, 19, of Long Beach.

Daskalakis has pleaded not guilty. He remains in custody.

Willard faces charges but is free on bail. He will be arraigned June 24.

Cunningham is being held on $1 million bail and has a court hearing June 18, said John Hall, a 
spokesman for the Riverside County District Attorney's Office.

http://www.dailybreeze.com/ci_12507199

Threats of Lawsuits from Parents in Atlanta 
delay opening of pro-military high school
In DeKalb County, which includes part of Atlanta, protests by parents and threats of lawsuits began 
almost as soon as the school board announced last year that it planned to open a Marine Corps high 
school. The district wanted to open it this fall, but the approval process in Washington has delayed that. 
The district hopes to open the school in fall 2010.

The academy would be much like a typical high school, except students would wear ROTC uniforms 
and start each day with a military formation and inspection. Besides Spanish club and debate team, 
students can sign up for military drill team and color guard. The school's principal likely will be a 
retired Marine.

Critics like Mike Hearington, a 56-year-old Vietnam War veteran whose son attends Shamrock Middle 
School in DeKalb County, say the schools are breeding grounds for the military.

http://www.dailybreeze.com/ci_12507199


"To pursue children like they are is criminal in my mind," Hearington said.

Between 5 percent and 10 percent of graduating seniors from the nation's public military schools end 
up enlisting, according to an Associated Press review of the majority of the schools' records. About 3 
percent of all new high school graduates join the military, according to the U.S. Department of 
Education.

Such academies have the support of U.S. Education Secretary Arne Duncan, who ran Chicago Public 
Schools before being tapped by President Barack Obama.

Test results have been mixed. None of the Chicago military schools made "adequate yearly progress" 
last year, meaning they fell short of basic standards under the federal No Child Left Behind law. 

Students at the public military schools in Chicago have struggled.   

Just 27 percent met standards in 2008 — the most recent data available — compared to the district 
average of 60 percent and the state average of 74 percent. At Carver Military Academy in Chicago, just 
8 percent of students passed muster on state tests.

tags: recruiting tools, fascism-in-America, militarism
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Uni offers six-week degree in 'Peace and 
Activism' 
civil disobedience planned for 12 July 2009; arrests are anticipated
Article from: AAP
By Joe Hildebrand
June 08, 2009

ANTI-military activists have been offered training on how to disrupt Australia's top-level wargames 
with the US military in an official course run by Sydney University.
The University's Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies offered students a six-week "Peace and 
Activism Training Course" culminating in a trip to Queensland next month to disrupt Exercise 
Talisman Sabre.

The $500 course fee even included travel expenses for the six-day trip to Rockhampton to take part in 
the "Peace Convergence" for the first week of the three-week exercise.

An online discussion group by organisers investigated by The Daily Telegraph reveals the group plans 
to blockade Rockhampton airport on Sunday, July 12 and other direct action.

It also anticipates possible arrests.

In previous years protesters have tried to blockade the Shoalwater Bay military training base and 
several have been arrested. 



http://www.news.com.au/heraldsun/story/0,21985,25603087-5005961,00.html

Britain's atomic test veterans win right to sue 
for compensation 
June 5 2009

Around 1,000 servicemen who blame their ill-health on their involvement in the nuclear tests want to 
sue the Ministry of Defence.

The veterans, who took part in the programme on the Australian mainland, Monte Bello islands and 
Christmas Island, between 1952 and 1958, say that new scientific evidence has shown links between 
exposure to ionising radiation and their conditions, which include cancer, skin defects and fertility 
problems. 

Benjamin Browne QC, for the men, told Mr Justice Foskett that the claims were not time-barred as they 
could not proceed without the relevant "knowledge" and, in any case, it would be just in the 
circumstances to allow them to go ahead.

Today the veterans were given the green light by the High Court to proceed with the claims. 

Of the 10 lead cases, he ruled that five of them were not statute-barred under the 1980 Limitation Act 
by being brought outside the legal time limit and could proceed to trial.

The five which, in his judgment, were statute-barred could also go ahead as he was prepared to exercise 
his discretion to disapply the time limit.

He said: "All things being equal, a veteran who believes that he has an illness, injury or disability 
attributable to his presence at the tests whose case is supported by apparently reputable scientific and 
medical evidence, should be entitled to his 'day in court"'. 

Douglas Hern, 73, from Moulton, Lincs, litigation secretary of the British Nuclear Test Veterans 
Association, said after the ruling: "It is a major victory, especially over the Government, because their 
financial resources regarding legal matters are far greater than ours, although we have got the best 
solicitors in London."

He said the veterans hoped that the Government would "now come to the table" and negotiate, rather 
than appeal today's ruling.

Mr Hern, who attributes the death of his 13-year-old daughter from cancer to his radiation exposure, 
said that if the litigation continued without settlement many ex-servicemen would not live to see the 
eventual outcome. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/onthefrontline/5451261/Britains-atomic-test-veterans-
win-right-to-sue-for-compensation.html

from the archives:

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/onthefrontline/5451261/Britains-atomic-test-veterans-win-right-to-sue-for-compensation.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/onthefrontline/5451261/Britains-atomic-test-veterans-win-right-to-sue-for-compensation.html
http://www.news.com.au/heraldsun/story/0,21985,25603087-5005961,00.html


Israeli attack on USS 'Liberty': 
unprovoked bombardment and torpedoing in 
the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, 1967
May 2, 2001

This article was written in 2001.

NEW YORK – On the fourth day of the 1967 Arab Israeli War, the intelligence ship "USS Liberty" was 
steaming slowly in international waters, 14 miles off the Sinai Peninsula. Israeli armored forces were 
racing deep into Sinai in hot pursuit of the retreating Egyptian army.

"Liberty," a World War II freighter, had been converted into an intelligence vessel by the top-secret US 
National Security Agency, and packed with the latest signals and electronic interception equipment. 
The ship bristled with antennas and electronic "ears" including TRSSCOMM, a system that delivered 
real-time intercepts to Washington by bouncing a stream of microwaves off the moon.

"Liberty" had been rushed to Sinai to monitor communications of the belligerents in the Third Arab 
Israeli War: Israel and her foes, Egypt, Syria, and Jordan.

At 0800 hrs, 8 June, 1967, eight Israeli recon flights flew over "Liberty," which was flying a large 
American flag. At 1400 hrs, waves of low-flying Israeli Mystere and Mirage-III fighter-bombers 
repeatedly attacked the American vessel with rockets, napalm, and cannon. The air attacks lasted 20 
minutes, concentrating on the ship's electronic antennas and dishes. The "Liberty" was left afire, listing 
sharply. Eight of her crew lay dead, a hundred seriously wounded, including the captain, Commander 
William McGonagle.

At 1424 hrs, three Israeli torpedo boats attacked, raking the burning "Liberty" with 20mm and 40mm 
shells. At 1431hrs an Israeli torpedo hit the "Liberty" midship, precisely where the signals intelligence 
systems were located. Twenty-five more Americans died.

Israeli gunboats circled the wounded "Liberty," firing at crewmen trying to fight the fires. At 1515, the 
crew were ordered to abandon ship. The Israeli warships closed and poured machine gun fire into the 
crowded life rafts, sinking two. As American sailors were being massacred in cold blood, a rescue 
mission by US Sixth Fleet carrier aircraft was mysteriously aborted on orders from the White House.

An hour after the attack, Israeli warships and planes returned. Commander McGonagle gave the order: 
"prepare to repel borders." But the Israelis, probably fearful of intervention by the US Sixth Fleet, 
departed. "Liberty" was left shattered but still defiant, her flag flying.

The Israeli attacks killed 34 US seamen and wounded 171 out of a crew of 297, the worst loss of 
American naval personnel from hostile action since World War II.

Less than an hour after the attack, Israel told Washington its forces had committed a "tragic error." 
Later, Israel claimed it had mistaken "Liberty" for an ancient Egyptian horse transport. US Secretary of 
State, Dean Rusk, and Joint Chiefs of Staff head, Admiral Thomas Moorer, insisted the Israeli attack 
was deliberate and designed to sink "Liberty." So did three CIA reports; one asserted Israel's Defense 



Minister, Gen. Moshe Dayan, had personally ordered the attack.

In contrast to American outrage over North Korea's assault on the intelligence ship "Pueblo," Iraq's 
mistaken missile strike on the USS "Stark," last fall's bombing of the USS "Cole" in Aden, and the 
recent US-China air incident, the savaging of "Liberty" was quickly hushed up by President Lyndon 
Johnson and Defense Secretary Robert McNamara.

The White House and Congress immediately accepted Israel's explanation and let the matter drop. 
Israel later paid a token reparation of US $6 million. There were reports two Israeli pilots who had 
refused to attack "Liberty" were jailed for 18 years.

Surviving "Liberty" crew members would not be silenced. They kept demanding an open inquiry and 
tried to tell their story of deliberate attack to the media. Israel's government worked behind the scenes 
to thwart these efforts, going so far as having American pro-Israel groups accuse "Liberty's" survivors 
of being "anti-Semites" and "Israel-haters." Major TV networks cancelled interviews with the crew. A 
book about the "Liberty" by crewman James Ennes' was dropped from distribution. The Israel lobby 
branded him "an Arab propagandist."

The attack on "Liberty" was fading into obscurity until last week, when intelligence expert James 
Bamford came out with Body of Secrets, his latest book about the National Security Agency. In a 
stunning revelation, Bamford writes that unknown to Israel, a US Navy EC-121 intelligence aircraft 
was flying high overhead the "Liberty," electronically recorded the attack. The US aircraft crew 
provides evidence that the Israeli pilots knew full well that they were attacking a US Navy ship flying 
the American flag.

Why did Israel try to sink a naval vessel of its benefactor and ally? Most likely because "Liberty's" 
intercepts flatly contradicted Israel's claim, made at the war's beginning on 5 June, that Egypt had 
attacked Israel, and that Israel's massive air assault on three Arab nations was in retaliation. In fact, 
Israel began the war by a devastating, Pearl-Harbor style surprise attack that caught the Arabs in bed 
and destroyed their entire air forces.

Israel was also preparing to attack Syria to seize its strategic Golan Heights. Washington warned Israel 
not to invade Syria, which had remained inactive while Israel fought Egypt. Bamford says Israel's 
offensive against Syria was abruptly postponed when "Liberty" appeared off Sinai, then launched once 
it was knocked out of action. Israel's claim that Syria had attacked it could have been disproved by 
"Liberty."

Most significant, "Liberty's" intercepts may have shown that Israel seized upon sharply rising Arab-
Israeli tensions in May-June 1967 to launch a long-planned war to invade and annex the West Bank, 
Jerusalem, Golan and Sinai.

Far more shocking was Washington's response. Writes Bamford: "Despite the overwhelming evidence 
that Israel attacked the ship and killed American servicemen deliberately, the Johnson Administration 
and Congress covered up the entire incident." Why?

Domestic politics. Johnson, a man never noted for high moral values, preferred to cover up the attack 
rather than anger a key constituency and major financial backer of the Democratic Party. Congress was 
even less eager to touch this "third rail" issue. 



Commander McGonagle was quietly awarded the Medal of Honor for his and his men's heroism – not 
in the White House, as is usual, but in an obscure ceremony at the Washington Navy Yard. Crew 
member's graves were inscribed, "died in the Eastern Mediterranean." as if they had be killed by 
disease, rather than hostile action.

A member of President Johnson's staff believed there was a more complex reason for the cover-up: 
Johnson offered Jewish liberals unconditional backing of Israel, and a cover-up of the "Liberty" attack, 
in exchange for the liberal toning down their strident criticism of his policies in the then raging 
Vietnam War.

Israel, which claims it fought a war of self defense in 1967 and had no prior territorial ambitions, will 
be much displeased by Bamford's revelations. Those who believe Israel illegally occupies the West 
Bank and Golan will be emboldened.

Much more important, the US government's long, disgraceful cover-up of the premeditated attack on 
"Liberty" has now burst into the open and demands full-scale investigation. After 34 years, the voices 
of "Liberty's" dead and wounded seamen must finally be heard.

Eric Margolis, contributing foreign editor for Sun National Media Canada. He is the author of War at 
the Top of the World and the book, American Raj: Liberation or Domination?: Resolving the Conflict 
Between the West and the Muslim World. See his website.
Copyright © 2001 Eric Margolis
http://lewrockwell.com/margolis/margolis12.2.html

Revisionists challenge D-Day story about 
Normandy landings 
By Hugh Schofield 
Paris 

An exhibition at the Caen memorial (France) displayed letters from Allied servicemen speaking frankly 
about their poor reception by locals, after the Normandy landings.

For example, Cpl LF Roker of the Highland Light Infantry is quoted in another new book about the 
civilian impact of the campaign, Liberation: The Bitter Road to Freedom, by William Hitchcock.

"It was rather a shock to find we were not welcomed ecstatically as liberators by the local people, as we 
were told we should be... They saw us as bringers of destruction and pain," Mr Roker wrote in his 
diary.

Another soldier, Ivor Astley of the 43rd Wessex Infantry, described the locals as "sullen and silent... If 
we expected a welcome, we certainly failed to find it."

Sexual violence

In his book, Mr Hitchcock raises another issue that rarely features in euphoric folk-memories of 
liberation: Allied looting, and worse.

http://lewrockwell.com/margolis/margolis12.2.html
http://www.ericmargolis.com/
http://www.amazon.com/American-Raj-Liberation-Domination-Resolving/dp/1554700876/lewrockwell/
http://www.amazon.com/American-Raj-Liberation-Domination-Resolving/dp/1554700876/lewrockwell/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0415934680/lewrockwell/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0415934680/lewrockwell/


"The theft and looting of Normandy households and farmsteads by liberating soldiers began on June 6 
and never stopped during the entire summer," he writes.

One woman - from the town of Colombieres - is quoted as saying that "the enthusiasm for the liberators 
is diminishing. They are looting... everything, and going into houses everywhere on the pretext of 
looking for Germans."
    
The evidence shows that sexual violence against women in liberated France was common
Author William Hitchcock

Even more feared, of course, was the crime of rape - and here too the true picture has arguably been 
expunged from popular memory.

According to American historian J Robert Lilly, there were around 3,500 rapes by American 
servicemen in France between June 1944 and the end of the war.

"The evidence shows that sexual violence against women in liberated France was common," writes Mr 
Hitchcock.

"It also shows that black soldiers convicted of such awful acts received very severe punishments, while 
white soldiers received lighter sentences."

Of 29 soldiers executed for rape by the US military authorities, 25 were black - though African-
Americans did not represent nearly so high a proportion of convictions. 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8084210.stm

Churchill, Hitler, and “The Unnecessary War”
By Patrick J. Buchanan
Book Review by: Robert Higgs
http://www.thefreemanonline.org/book-reviews/churchill-hitler-and-the-unnecessary-war/

another review of the same:

Was the “Good War” Unnecessary? 
by Anthony Gregory, Posted June 24, 2009
http://www.thefreemanonline.org/book-reviews/churchill-hitler-and-the-unnecessary-war/

Tulsa Peace Fellowship's counter-recruitment update/digest for July 2009
masthead
who we are:

The website for the Tulsa Peace Fellowship is:
www.tulsapeacefellowship.org

http://www.tulsapeacefellowship.org/
http://www.thefreemanonline.org/book-reviews/churchill-hitler-and-the-unnecessary-war/
http://www.thefreemanonline.org/book-reviews/churchill-hitler-and-the-unnecessary-war/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/8084210.stm


TPF meets monthly @ Peace House in Tulsa
inside the Unitarian Universalist church at 1314 N. Greenwood Ave, in Tulsa, close to corner of Pine & 
Greenwood, just north of the OSU-Tulsa campus

If you have not already done so, please join the new social networking tool for TPF on Ning, in lieu 
of TPFtalks on yahoogroups, which has fallen into disuse  Thank you!  You can check out our new tool 
here: http://tulsapeacefellowship.ning.com (new for 2009)  Also still going strong:  our announcement 
list on yahoo!  tulsapeace@yahoogroups.com (since 2002)  Go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/ and search 
for "tulsapeace"

Through its counter-recruitment task force, TPF is a member of the 
National Network in Opposition to the Militarization of Youth (NNOMY) 
On the web: http://www.nnomy.org/joomla/index.php?
option=com_content&task=view&id=216&Itemid=91  

Tulsa Peace Fellowship is non-partisan, and is open to 3rd parties, progressive Dems, libertarians, etc.  
TPF is the activist wing of the peace movement in Eastern Oklahoma "Waging Peace One Person at 
a Time". 

Peace House-Tulsa is an incubator for peace and justice. The Peace House building can host a wide 
range of activities: classes, discussion groups, meditation, music-making, social gatherings, retreats, 
etc. While some activities may be limited by the size and amenities of this building, our imaginations 
need not be limited!

If you enjoyed this news digest and/or found this update useful, please consider making a donation of 
time, money, or effort to the Tulsa Peace Fellowship.   Details on tax status available.

info for TPF counter-recruitment-- contact by phone 918 906 0828

The next regular meeting of the Fellowship will be held
 on Thursday, July 9 2009, 6:15 PM – 7:30 PM
--including members from other local non-partisan groups such as the Tulsa chapter of “Season for 
Non-Violence,” the Tulsa University chapter of Amnesty International, ImpeachOK1.org, 
TulsaTruth.org, the Center for Racial Justice in Tulsa, and the Tulsa Interfaith Allliance.
--including a meeting of the counter-recruitment campaign activists 

Come join us!   Especially parents, guardians, and students in the Tulsa Public Schools system who are 
interested in countering the presence of military recruiters on school grounds.

An archive of TPF counter-recruitment updates and other related TPF material is available to members 
online:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tulsapeace/
You must sign in to yahoo! groups to see the archived "message history"
TPF messages have been archived online since 2002
TPF was founded some 30 years ago.
Current membership online: 701 subscribers

The information provided in this digest/update herein is for non-profit use only, according to "fair use" 
doctrine.  Copyright and all commercial exploitation rights remain with the various authors/publishers 
cited above.

http://groups.yahoo.com/group/tulsapeace/?v=1&t=search&ch=web&pub=groups&sec=group&slk=1
http://www.nnomy.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=216&Itemid=91
http://www.nnomy.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=216&Itemid=91
http://groups.yahoo.com/
mailto:tulsapeace@yahoogroups.com
http://tulsapeacefellowship.ning.com/


further information
IN ACCORDANCE WITH TITLE 17 U.S.C. SECTION 107, THIS MATERIAL IS DISTRIBUTED 
WITHOUT PROFIT TO THOSE WHO HAVE EXPRESSED A PRIOR INTEREST IN RECEIVING 
THE INCLUDED INFORMATION FOR RESEARCH AND EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES. Tulsa 
Peace Fellowship HAS NO AFFILIATION WHATSOEVER WITH THE ORIGINATOR OF THESE 
ARTICLES NOR IS Tulsa Peace Fellowship ENDORSED OR SPONSORED BY THE 
ORIGINATORS.

SOURCE ARTICLE LINKS ARE PROVIDED AS A CONVENIENCE TO OUR READERS AND 
ALLOW FOR VERIFICATION OF AUTHENTICITY. HOWEVER, AS ORIGINATING PAGES ARE 
OFTEN UPDATED BY THEIR ORIGINATING HOST SITES, THE VERSIONS POSTED MAY 
NOT MATCH THE VERSIONS OUR READERS VIEW WHEN CLICKING THE SOURCE 
ARTICLE LINKS, OR INDEED, THE WEBPAGES MAY NO LONGER EVEN EXIST.

Strength Through Peace:  Out of Iraq & Afghanistan
Accountability:  Indict & Imprison Bush & Cheney for War Crimes
JROTC: Out of Our Schools
Schools as Military-Free Zones
Alternatives to War:  Department of Peace & cabinet-level Secretary of Peace

dopcampaign_tulsaconnection@cox.net
armywrong@cox.net

THE 10 REASONS 
Ten excellent reasons not to join the military:
a.. You May Be Killed, Even By Mistake
b.. You May Kill Others Who Do Not Deserve to Die 
c.. You May Be Injured 
d.. You May Not Receive Proper Medical Care 
e.. You May Suffer Long-term Health Problems 
f.. You May Be Lied To 
g.. You May Face Discrimination 
h.. You May Be Asked to Do Things Against Your Beliefs 
i.. You May Find It Difficult to Leave the Military
j.. You Have Other Choices, including the Choice to Learn a Marketable Skill

for more info:
http://www.10reasonsbook.com/medcare.htm

http://www.10reasonsbook.com/medcare.htm
mailto:armywrong@cox.net
mailto:dopcampaign_tulsaconnection@cox.net

